7. For further information
All practitioners should read the
relevant Government Guidance for
further information. Karma Nirvana
have also produced a video.

6. Response
If speaking with a woman or girl who
has undergone or is at risk of
virginity testing or hymenoplasty, you
may need to ensure she is in a safe
place, away from the perpetrator. An
adult or child safeguarding referral to
the Local Authority may be required.
You should follow you organisation’s
safeguarding procedures and seek
advice from your safeguarding lead.
In an emergency, contact the police
without delay.
Intelligence around settings or
individuals performing these
practices should be shared either
with police, or anonymously through
Crimestoppers.

5. Potential Indicators
o the woman or girl requests procedure or asks for help
o family members ask for the procedures or disclose that
the woman or girl or a female relative has already

undergone the practices
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1. Legislation
The UK Government has made
it illegal to carry out, offer or
aid and abet virginity testing or
hymenoplasty in any part of
the UK, as part of the Health
and Care Act 2022. It is also
illegal for UK nationals and
residents to carry out these
acts outside the UK.

2. Virginity Testing
For the purposes of the Health
and Care Act 2022, virginity
testing is any examination (with
or without contact) of the female
genitalia intended to establish if
vaginal intercourse has taken
place. This is irrespective of
whether consent has been given.
The position of the World Health
Organization and the Royal
College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists is that there is no
known examination that can
prove whether a woman has had
vaginal intercourse.

e concern from family members that a woman or girl has
a boyfriend, or plans for the woman or girl to be married
o the woman or girl has already experienced or is at risk
of other forms of so called ‘honour-based’ abuse and/or
the woman or girl is already known to social services in
relation to other safeguarding issues

o the woman or girl may disclose other concerns that
could be an indication of abuse such as controlling
behaviours or appearing fearful of family members.

e changes in behaviour - becoming withdrawn, anxious,
or depressed; a deterioration in schoolwork, attendance,
or attainment



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/virginity-testing-and-hymenoplasty-multi-agency-guidance/virginity-testing-and-hymenoplasty-multi-agency-guidance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fcDsi0C7fFc&feature=emb_logo

