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S20 ACCOMMODATION REQUEST

Section 20 CHECKLIST
TO BE COMPLETED IN ALL CASES WHERE PARENTAL CONSENT TO VOLUNTARY ACCOMMODATION IS OBTAINED
Child(ren)’s Details 
	Basic Details 
	Child 1
	Child 2
	Child 3

	Full Name
	
	
	

	DOB
	
	
	

	Age
	
	
	

	Gender 
	
	
	

	Main Address
	
	
	

	Temp / Placement Address
	
	
	


Document / Assessments Completed

	Document / Assessment
	Has this been Completed?
	Date updated / last completed 
	Comments 

	Chronology
	
	
	

	Genogram
	
	
	

	Child and Family Assessment
	
	
	

	Parenting Assessment
	
	
	

	Viability Assessment
	
	
	

	Family Group Conference
	
	
	

	GCP2
	
	
	

	Risk Assessment 
	
	
	

	Capacity / Cognitive assessment
	
	
	

	Consent to gather and share information 
	
	
	


The following should be completed in respect of an individual child or a sibling group where S20 is being considered.  

Background History – brief summary of involvement including Early Help.  
	


1. Why is immediate removal necessary to protect the child?
	


2. Are there any alternatives to voluntary accommodation? If so, why are these options not appropriate?

	


3. Have you clearly explained to the parents the reasons that you consider immediate removal of the children is necessary.

	


4. Please outline your reasons as to why an application for an EPO or ICO is not being made
	


5. Is there a plan to issue Care Proceedings?
Yes / No
	


6. Has the child(ren) been presented to Legal Gateway Panel and if not, what date will this happen?
NB this document and signed consent will be required by LGP

	


7. Is the period of accommodation in respect of S20 shared care arrangements?
Yes / No
	


8. Capacity
(i) Does the mother have capacity? Yes/No

Please explain why, in your personal view, the mother does/does not have capacity.

	


(ii) Does the father have capacity? Yes/No

Please explain why, in your personal view, the father does/does not have capacity

	


 FILLIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 
9. Does the mother understand that the local authority intends for the child to be accommodated until he/she is returned to her care or alternative plans have been made?
NB if the young person may be 18 years of age in this period of time, transition to adulthood must be considered as part of the young person’s plan.  

Yes/No

If no, reason why this has not been explained

	


10. How long is the mother asking for the child(ren) to be accommodated

	


11. Does the father understand that the local authority intends for the child to be accommodated until he/she is returned to his care or alternative plans have been made?
NB if the young person may be 18 years of age in this period of time, transition to adulthood must be considered as part of the young person’s plan.  

Yes/No

If no, reason why this has not been explained
	


12. How long is the father asking for the child(ren) to be accommodated

	


13. Voice of the Child(ren) – child(ren)’s wishes, feelings and understanding

	


14. Have you clearly explained to the mother that she may withdraw consent at any time and that the local authority must immediately return the child, or issue proceedings and ask the court to make an order so that the child may remain looked after?
Yes/No

If no, reasons why

	


15. Have you clearly explained to the father that he may withdraw consent at any time and that the local authority must return the child, or issue proceedings and ask the court to make order so that the child may remain looked after?

Yes/No

If no, reasons why

	


16. Parents Presentation
(i) Please briefly outline how the mother and/or father present and whether you have any concerns as to their physical or psychological state.  Please confirm if their physical or psychological presentation may impact upon his or her ability to provide informed consent.

	


17. Legal Advice

Mother

(i)     Has the mother been offered the opportunity to obtain independent legal advice? Yes/No
(ii)     Was legal advice obtained? Yes/No
If yes, please provide solicitors details (if known)

	


(iii) If not, please record any reasons given for not obtaining legal advice

	


Father

(i)     Has the father been offered the opportunity to obtain independent legal advice?
(ii)     Was legal advice obtained? Yes/No
If yes, please provide solicitors details (if known)

	


(iii) If not, please record any reasons given for not obtaining legal advice

	


18. Other Support

Mother

(i)     Did the mother have any other support available to her (e.g. family members/friends)? Please provide details

	


(ii)     Was she given the opportunity to make contact with any family members/friends prior to signing the form? 
	


Father

(iii) Did the father have any other support available to him (e.g. family members/friends)? Please provide details

	


(iv) Was he given the opportunity to make contact with any family members/friends prior to signing the form? 

	


19. Cases with a foreign element / NRPF / parent outside the country
Mother

(i)    Does the mother speak English? Yes/No
If no, what language does the mother speak?

	


(ii)    Was an Interpreter provided? Yes/No
If no, what are the reasons?

	


(iii) Did the Interpreter read the consent form to the mother before she signed the same? Yes/No
(iv) Has a copy of the consent form been provided to the mother in her own language? Yes/No
Father

(i) Does the father speak English? Yes/No
If no, what language does the father speak?

	


(ii) Was an Interpreter provided? Yes/No
If no, what are the reasons?

	


(iii) Did the Interpreter read the consent form to the mother before she signed the same? Yes/No
(iv) Has a copy of the consent form been provided to the father in his own language? Yes/No
N.B: Each parent should be asked to write on the form, in their own language, the following:

“I have read this document and agree to its terms.”

Completed by: ……………………………………..

Role: ……………………………………………………

Signed: …………………………………..

Dated: ……………………………………..
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