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Introduction

This Statement is designed to outline the duties and
functions of the local authority in accordance with
National Minimum Standards for Private Fostering
and is separate from the Fostering Services’
Statement of Purpose.
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1.0 The Legal Definition

11

of Privately Fostered

The Children’s Act 1989, The Children’s
Act 2004 and The Private Fostering
Arrangements 2005 define aprivately
fostered child as:

“A private fostering arrangement is
essentially one thatis made privately (that
isto say withoutthe involvementofalocal
authority) for the care of a child under the
ageofl16(under18,ifdisabled) by someone
otherthanaparentorcloserelative with
theintentionthatitshould lastfor 28 days
ormore. Private foster carersmaybefrom
the extended family, such asa cousin or
greataunt.However,apersonwhoisa
relative under the Children Act 1989 i.e.
parent, a grandparent, brother, sister, uncle
oraunt(whether ofthe full or halfblood
or by marriage) or step-parent will not
beaprivatefoster carer.Aprivate foster
carer may be afriend of the family, the
parent of a friend of the child, or someone
previously unknowntothe child’s family
whois willing to privately foster a child. The
periodforwhichthechildiscaredforand
accommodated by the private foster carer
should be continuous, butthatcontinuityis
notbroken by the occasional shortbreak.”

Exemptionstothisdefinitionare setoutin
Schedule 8 ofthe ChildrenAct1989. Forthe
purpose of The Children’s Act the term ‘parent’
includesunmarriedorputative father.

2.0
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Definition and examples of
Private Fostering

A Private Fostering arrangement is one that
is made privately for the care of a child
underthe age of 16 (orunder 18ifdisabled)
bysomeone otherthanaparentorclose
relative with the intention thatit should last
for 28 days ormore.

Private foster carers may be from the
extendedfamily,suchasacousinoragreat
aunt.Aprivate foster carer may be afriend
ofthe family, the parentofafriend ofthe
child, or someone previously unknown to
the child’s family who is willing to privately
foster a child.

However,apersonwhoisacloserelative
under the Children Act 1989, i.e. a
grandparent, brother,sister,uncle,auntora
step-parentwillnotbe a private foster carer.

The period for whichthe childis cared for
andaccommodated by the private foster
carer should be continuous, butifachild
receives an occasional short break this is
notconsidered to break that continuity.




In a private fostering arrangement the
parent retains parental responsibility for the
child or young person.

Private Fostering arrangements are diverse;
examples of arrangements which are private
fostering include:

= Childrenandyoungpeoplesentfrom
abroad to stay with another family, usually
to improve their educational opportunities.

= Teenagers who are staying in short
term arrangements with friends or
other non-relatives.

= Language students living with host families.

= Asingle parentwho has chronic health
problemsarrangesforher9yearoldson
tolivewithafriend on a permanentbasis.

= Asingleparentworkingaway from
home for2 monthsatatime arranges
for his three children to live with
anextended memberofthe family
(Great Aunt to children).

Localauthorities donotformally approve
orregister private fostercarers. However,
itis the duty of the local authority to satisfy
themselvesthatthe welfare ofthe children
whoare, orwill be, privately fosteredin
theirareais being, or will be, satisfactorily
safeguarded and promoted.

3.0
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3.2

Characteristics of aPrivate
Fostering Arrangement

Ifthe period of placementislessthan

28 days,itmay be one of aseries of
placementsthatadd upto morethan 28
days.Abreakinthe period for the child
tovisithis (her) parents atthe weekend
would notaffectthecalculationorthe
interpretation of the private foster parent’s
intention. A period does not cease to be
a period just because a child spends
occasional weekends at the home of his
(her) parents. For a break to cause a restart
in calculating the period itmustresultina
genuinely fresharrangement.

Aprivate fostering arrangementis made by
parents or a person with parental responsibility,
directly with the private fostercarers and
notthroughavoluntary child care agency or
a Local Authority Children’s and Families
Service. What distinguishes this type of
placement from public fostering is thatitis
not paid for or arranged by the local
authority. Ifthe local authority is sufficiently
involved in arranging or financing the
placement, the young personmay be more
properly viewed as a ‘child looked after’
within the meaning of The Children’s Act.
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4.0 Duties andfunctions

4.1

4.2

4.3

44

Inrespectof privately fostered children the
localauthority has a duty to satisfy itselfthat
the welfare of childrenwho are privately
fostered is being satisfactorily safeguarded
and promoted, and to provide the necessary
advice to those caring for them. This
includesthe duty toensure thatparentsand
carersfulfiltheirresponsibilities tothe child.

Local authorities do not arrange private foster
placements as the arrangements are made
betweenthe parentor personwith parental
responsibility and the private foster carer.

Private Fostering Referrals are received and
screened by MASH. IfaPrivate Fostering
arrangementis required this s picked up
bythe Fostering Teamandthe Locality
Safeguarding and Family Support Teams.

The Fostering Team undertakes the statutory
assessment to determine the suitability of
thearrangementline with Private Fostering
Regulations and National Minimum Standards.

Wheretherearenoconcernsand CIN
plans do not apply Fostering undertake the
supervisionandsupportofthese casesin
accordance with statutory requirements.

Where Child Protection plans or CiN plans
areinplacethenthe Locality Safeguarding
and Family Support Teams retain responsibility
for the children in placement including
compliance with statutory visit requirements.

The duties placed on local authorities are
supervisory and regulatory and will be
provided to the required legal obligations
andaccording to available resources.

4.5

These duties include the following:

= Raise public awareness of the need to
notify the local authority of a private
fostering arrangement;

= Receiving and responding effectively to
notifications and situations thatarise
involving un-notified arrangements;

= Assessing the suitability of private
fostering arrangements, private fostering
carers and their households;

= Monitoring placements through visits
and keeping secure case filerecords
that document the continuing suitability
of the placement;

= Supporting private foster carers, parents
and children by offering advice and giving
information that ensures the child’s
welfare is safeguarded and promoted;

= Prohibition & disqualification of a person
proposing tobecome, orisactingin
the capacity ofa private foster carerto
safeguarding the needs and welfare of
the child;

= Being accountable to the Local
Safeguarding Children’s Board and the
executive side ofthelocal authority asto
howthe service dischargesits dutiesin
relationto private fostering through the
provision of annual reports.

Infulfilling these duties the local authority
will seek to establish good partnership
arrangements not only with the private
foster carers, the children and young
people andtheirparentsbutalso with other
organisations and agencies.
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6.0

Training and awareness
for staff

Staffhave accesstothe Statement of
Purpose and to on-line procedures, which
are up to date and clearly outline the
rolesandresponsibilities for all staff. The
procedureswillbe keptunderreview.

Relevant multi-agency training undertaken
by the Local Safeguarding Children’s Board
willcontinue toinclude acomponenton
Private Fostering to support the dissemination
of raising awareness tofrontline practitioners.

Named person within local
authority to contact for advice

The designated contact for Private Fostering
can be found through the MASH at
0345 8 503 503.

7.0

7.1

Signing offarrangements

The Child and Family assessment is quality
assured by the Team Manager within the
localities Social Work Team. The Private
Fostering Arrangement Assessment is
quality assured by the Team Manager of the
Fostering Service.

All of the Private Fostering arrangements are
assessed using the Assessment Framework
and therefore include the expectations
within the National Minimum Standards:

= The ascertainable wishes and feelings
of the child about the proposed/actual
private fostering arrangement.

= Thatthechild’s physical,intellectual,
emotional, social and behavioural
development is appropriate and satisfactory.

= The child’s needs arising from his religious
persuasion; racial origin and cultural and
linguisticbackgroundare beingmet.

e The child’s education needs.

= The standard of care provided for each
privately fostered child.

= The physical and emotional health
of children.

= Disclosure and Barring Service checks
(DBS), Health and local authority checks
are completedonall carers;inaddition
any member ofthe household overthe
ageof18yearsissubjectedtoaDBS
and local authority check.

hS
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8.0

8.1
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Promoting awareness
of notification requirements

Other agencies and the wider community
will be informed of notification requirements
onanon-goingbasisthroughaseries of
activities, which will include:

= Promotional literature/briefings distributed
and/ordeliveredtostaffviathe Local
Safeguarding Children’s Partnership.

= Specific professional meetings e.g.
Stakeholders events, conferences.

= News briefstolocal authority staff.

= Attendance atcore group meetings
e.g. staff meetings, management
group meetings.

= Local and national networking.

= Use of single and multi-agency training
to raise awareness of Private Fostering.

= Reviewing of systems, including those of
partneragencies,toensure thatwhere
appropriate they capture the relationship
between adults and children i.e. GP
registration process.

9.0 Determiningsuitability

9.1

of arrangements

Thelocalauthority’sroleistosatisfy itself
thatprivate fostering arrangements are
satisfactory, and that foster carers and
premises are suitable. To this end, people
whowishtobecome private foster carers
willberequiredtotake partinaPrivate
Fostering Assessmentand then cooperate
with regular visits from a Social Worker.

The initial visit will be undertaken by a
SocialWorkerinLocalities to see the child
and private foster carer atthe private foster
home. Thistakes place within 7 working
daysofthe placement, orthe date whenthe
notification was received if later.

Visits willbe made every 6 weeks in the first
year by the social worker.

Insubsequentyears, visits mustbe at
least 3 monthly. The needto visitmore
frequently willbe decided by the social
worker and their manager depending on
the circumstances andthe needto visit
unannounced and/or to choose times when
allmembers ofthe household are likely to
be presentshouldalso be considered.

Additional visits should be arranged atthe
requestofthe child orthe private foster carer.

Regular visiting should be maintained until
the childreaches 16 (or 18if disabled) or
the private fostering arrangementends.



10.0 The welfare of privately
fostered children is
safeguarded

10.1

Assessment of suitability of person andissues
toconsiderincompleting the assessment.

In considering the welfare of the children
privately fostered within Wakefield the
generalprinciples andvalueswillinform
such practice: -

Thesuitability ofthe carersandthe
household members.

The suitability of the accommodation
inwhichthe childisto be privately
fostered.

The needs of the individual child.
The proposed and actual arrangements.

The Private Fostering Regulations specify
the information, which the local authority
hastoobtain during theirenquiries. The
regulations also state that the same
issues are addressed atall visits made
to the private foster placement.

Thewelfare ofthechildis considered
as paramount.

Parentsand guardians primary responsibility
for their child is recognised and respected.

Childrenhave arightto be treated with
dignity and respect.

Children should be valued as individuals
withregardtorace, culture,language,
religion, gender and disability.

Children have a right for their physical
and emotional needs to be met.

Children have arighttoasafe, child-
centred environment.

Children need opportunities for
independence and explorationwithin
safe boundaries.

Due consideration should be givento
thewishesandfeelings ofchildrenand
parents/guardians.

Previous experience oflooking after or
working with children and young people.

Knowledge of and attitude to
multicultural issues and people of
different racial origins.

Commitment and knowledge to treat
all children asindividuals and with
equal concern.

Physical health.
Mental stability, integrity and flexibility.

Known involvement in criminal cases
involving abuse to children including
persons living or working on the premises.
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10.2 Assessment of suitability of household 11.0 Advice and Support for

factors and issues to consider in completing :
the assessment. PrivateFoster Carers

= TheLocal Authorityisrequired by lawto 11.1  Private Foster carers canaccesstraining
inspectthe premises where a privately through the Fostering Service that is
fosteredchildisbeing,orisproposedtobe relevanttothe needs ofthemandthe child.
accommodated and to satisfy itself about
the suitability of the accommodation. 11.2  Asapartofinitialcontactand assessment

ofthe carers, the Social Worker willensure

= When deciding the suitability of the that the prospective private foster carers
accommodation, social workers need to have received a copy of the application form
consider age appropriate requirements that must be completed so checks can be
depending and stages of development undertaken. A copy of the National Minimum
ofthe privately fostered children. The Standards for Private Fostering can be
National Fostering Minimum Standards provided to carers so thatthey are aware of
can be used as a framework. their duties and responsibilities asaprivate

= Assessments will be completed foster carer.

within 42 days from notification to the 113
Fostering Service.

The Relevant Team will undertake the
private fostering assessment and the
necessary checksthatare needed.

11.4  Inallprivate fostering cases the service will
work collaboratively across the service areas
toensurethatthe placementissuitableand
the needs of the child are being met.
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12.0 Advice and support for

12.1

parents and others with
parental responsibility

There is no statutory obligation with regards
tovisiting frequency tothe parents orthose
with parental responsibility to discuss the
progress of theirchild.

However social workers will visit as necessary
when reasonably requested at the request of
the parents/those with parental responsibility.

13.0 Information and support for

13.1

privately fostered children

Allchildrenandyoungpeople privately
fostered will be given a copy of the leaflet
Private Fostering. The allocated social
workerforthe child willsupportthe child
inreading itand will obtain a copy in other
languagesif deemed necessary. If required
aninterpretercanbeaccessedifthisis
deemed more appropriate.

14.0 Role of otheragencies

Good links and partnership working
arrangements, including campaigns with
otheragencies and professionals will take
place to ensure thatthey are aware of their
duty of care to notify the local authority of a
private fostering arrangement that comesto
their attention where they are not satisfied
thatthe local authority have been, orwill be,
notified ofthe arrangement. This will allow
thelocal authoritytodischargeitsdutyto
satisfy itselfthat the welfare of the privately
fostered child concerned is satisfactorily
being safeguarded and promoted.
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