	



Children Act 1989 Schedule 7

Placements Exceeding the Usual Fostering Limit Assessment and Exemption Approval

A person may not foster more than three children (“the usual fostering limit”) unless the children are all siblings in relation to each other, or they are exempted from the usual fostering limit by the local authority in whose area they live. Swindon’s foster carers living within the area of another local authority must be exempted by that authority for any children proposed to be placed which would exceed three fostered children in the household.
In the event that a foster carer is approached to take an additional child which is in excess to their approval status (but would not result in more than three children being placed) this form must be completed and passed to the Agency Decision Maker. An exemption for an additional child (up to three children in any family) is only in place until the next Foster Care Panel when a variation of approval report will be submitted by the Supervising Social Worker.

NB: any children who are privately fostered should be counted as part of the usual fostering limit.

The following must be completed in relation to each exemption request:
	Exemption start date:
	

	Exemption end or carers review date:
	


	Name of Carer(s)


	Address
	SSW

	Foster Carers current Approval:
	Review Date:

	
	 

	The number of children the carer proposes to foster including names and dates of birth of all children in the household (including carers birth children):

	Name:
	DOB:
	Relationship
	Social Worker

	
	
	
	

	Accommodation arrangements to include size of the house, living space and any arrangements for sharing bedrooms (bedroom sharing risk assessment to be completed and attached):

	

	Any specific care needs and how these will be met:

	

	The relationship or intended relationship between the carer and fostering children e.g.  will the arrangement continue as a fostering arrangement, will it involve any children who are privately fostered, is there a likelihood of progress towards adoption or special guardianship:

	

	How the welfare of the fostered children (including any children who are or will be living in the accommodation) will be safeguarded and promoted. (NB. Include impact on the foster carers own children):

	

	Any views expressed by children and young people about the arrangement:

	

	Consultation with social worker(s) for children already placed and a summary of the outcome:

	

	Any other additional information to be taken into account:

	


	Worker completing this form:

	Name:
	

	Date:
	

	Agency
	


	Name of Manager:
	Comments



	Position:
	
	Date:
	


	Exemption: Approved or Declined
	

	Duration of approval:
	

	Comments:

	Signature Agency Decision Maker: 


The standard notification letter should be sent to the carers within 5 working days and a report must be presented to the next available Foster Care Panel.
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