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Temporary Approval as foster parent in accordance with Regulation 24 Care Planning, Placement and Case Review (England) Regulations 2010

Sunderland City Council are looking after ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________ [with the agreement of his/her parents under s20 Children Act 1989 / by virtue of an Interim Care Order, s38 Children Act 1989] { delete as appropriate}

This is to confirm that the Local Authority will be required to complete an assessment in accordance with schedule 4 Care Planning, Placement and Case Review (England) Regulations 2010 is approving you as a temporary foster parent for the child.  The date of your approval as a temporary foster parent is ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________[insert date child placed].  If child not placed please state this.
Your temporary approval will last for 16 weeks and as such will expire on _____________ [insert date] unless it is extended in accordance with statutory regulations.

In agreeing to look after the child on behalf of the Local Authority you are agreeing to a full fostering assessment of yourself under the Fostering Services Regulations 2011 and I would ask that you sign below and provide it to the Social Worker as confirmation of your agreement. 

A full fostering assessment will be undertaken and should be completed and presented to the fostering panel for consideration of approval of you as a full foster parent for the child by ________________[insert date of expiry of 16weeks] unless your temporary approval has been extended for a period of 8 weeks to enable the full assessment to be completed.
If the fostering panel approves you as a foster parent for the child you can continue to look after the child on behalf of the Local Authority. 
If the fostering panel does not approve you as a foster parent you may seek a review of that decision and the child may continue to live with you until the outcome of the review is known. Until the outcome is known your temporary approval as a foster parent will continue.

If you decide during the course of the full fostering assessment that  you no longer wish to be assessed as a foster parent or if the fostering panel does not approve you and you do not seek a review of that decision the Local Authority will be required by statutory regulations to make arrangements for the child to live elsewhere.

Should you wish to continue to care for the child in circumstances where you are not approved by the Local Authority as either a temporary or full foster parent you may wish to consider seeking a court order ( child arrangements order or special guardianship order) that would give parental responsibility to you. You may wish to seek independent legal advice about this option.

Declaration: 

As part of my/our application to be Connected Carer(s):

1.
I/We understand that I/we will have a health assessment and that an Assessment for approval as Connected Carer(s) will be completed by a Social Worker or Fostering Officer. I/We agree to cooperate with the Local Authority to enable this to be completed.

2.
I/We understand that this assessment will involve visits from a Social Worker and Fostering Officer.  Visits by the Social Worker will be weekly until the placement has been confirmed by the Fostering Panel.  Visits will then be at intervals of no less than once per six weeks (within the 1st year of placement) and thereafter no less than once in 3 months.

3.
I/We authorise Sunderland City Council to seek information from any Children’s Social Worker Services, Probation, Ofsted, the Department of Health and the Sunderland Teaching Primary Care Trust as well as two personal referees to be identified.

4.
I/We understand that if information about any criminal conviction is not fully declared at the point of application and is then identified later, this may lead to my/our application being discontinued.  
5.
I/We undertake to comply with the terms of the Placement Information Record:  which is a Placement Agreement to care for the child/ren placed with me/us as if he/she/they were a member of my/our family and to promote his/her/their welfare.

6.
I/We agree to permit any person authorised by the Local Authority (or if different the Area Authority), to visit the child/ren at any time.

7.
I/We agree to ensure that any information I/we acquire relating to the child/ren, or his/her/their family or any person which has been given in confidence in connection with the placement will be kept confidential and not disclosed except to or with the agreement of the Local Authority.

8.
I/We agree to allow contact with the child/ren in accordance with Section 34 of the Children Act, with any contact order made under Section 8 of the Children Act and with any arrangement made or agreed by the Local Authority.

9.
I/We agree not to smack or administer corporal punishment to a child placed or use any punishment designed to humiliate, demean or denigrate the child.
10.
I/We agree to ensure that my/our home environment is kept safe and suitable for the child/ren placed with me/us (Health and Safety Check List and Pet Questionnaire required).

11.
I/We agree to advise the authority of any intended change of address or if any person joins or leaves my/our household and to advise of any other significant changes in personal circumstances e.g. ill health, bereavement, relationship difficulties, keeping a pet and any other event that significantly affects my/our capacity to care for the child/ren or the suitability of my/our household, including informing the authority if I/we or a member of the household is charged with any criminal offence.

12.
I/We undertake to assist, motivate and encourage the child/ren placed with me/us to attend school (when of school age), to offer help and support with homework and to attend school functions/events wherever possible.

13.
I/We undertake to include children placed with me/us in family holidays (except for exceptional circumstances) and not to arrange these holidays in term-time.

14.
I/We undertake to facilitate access to sports, leisure and cultural activities for the child/ren placed with me and to encourage participation in clubs and groups.

15.
I/We undertake to assist the child/ren placed with me/us to achieve a healthy lifestyle by encouraging them to follow a healthy diet, to be aware of the hazards of smoking, drug and alcohol misuse and to highlight the importance of issues of sexual health as appropriate to a child’s age and circumstances.  A Safe Care Policy to be completed before placing the child is required.
16.
I/We undertake to notify the Authority immediately of any serious illness of the child/ren or any other serious occurrence affecting the child/ren.
17.
I/We agree to undertake Training Support and Development Standards for Foster Carers and any other training required within the foster care role.  This must be completed in order for you to be able to continue looking after the children in your care.
I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE ABOVE STATEMENT:
	Prospective Connected Carer/s - MUST BE SIGNED BY BOTH APPLICANTS (IF APPLICABLE)
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