	Legal Status of Child


	Circumstance of Child
	Parental Responsibility (PR)
	Responsibility of person with PR regarding the Local Authority
	Responsibility of the carers
	Statutory responsibility of Local Authority

	Childcare Arrangements by parents
	Short-term placement with a close relative (‘close relatives’ are defined as step-parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, uncles or aunts (whether of full blood, half blood or marriage/civil partnership/affinity).

	Parents
	None
	To care for and safeguard the child
	None

	Private Fostering Arrangement Made by parents
	Child under the age of 16 (under 18 if disabled) is cared for by someone who is not their parent or a 'close relative' for 28 days or more.

 (See above for definition  of a close relative)

LINK to Private fostering procedures
LINK to Private fostering regs
	Parents
	To inform the local authority at least 6 weeks prior to the PFA commencing
	To inform the LA of a child who is cared for by them for 28 days or more who is not a ‘close relative’
	To assess and monitor the welfare of the child  to ensure that the child is safe and that their needs are being met

· Initial Visit within 7 days of notification
· Assessment of private fostering arrangement
· Child must be  seen at least every six weeks during the first year,  and at least every 12 weeks thereafter



	S.20 1989 Children Act
	Children looked after by the local authority by agreement with, or at the request of the parents or the person with parental responsibility.

A young person of 16 and above can request S20 themselves.
LINK to Children Act 89
	Parents 
	To work in partnership with the local authority
	To work in partnership with the local authority
	To work in partnership with the family and other agencies and professionals to safeguard the interests and promote the welfare of the child. 

· Carry out assessment of child’s needs and formulate a Care Plan

· Undertake assessment of parents

· Once the carer (unconnected or connected) has been identified ensure carer is provided with Placement Information Record 
· Looked After Children (LAC) Review  (initial review to occur within 28days, 2nd review within 3 months and thereafter reviews must be within  6 month  of last review)

· An Initial Health Assessment will be completed followed by Review Health Assessments (6 Monthly for 5 and under, Annual for over 5s

· A Personal Educational Planning meeting (PEP) will be arranged with the parents, carers, young person and educational establishment


	Interim Care Order (ICO)
	Child is placed in the care of the local authority on an interim basis by the family court, whilst parents are assessed and until the court can make a final decision regarding where the child should live.
	Shared between the Local Authority and the parents 


	To work in partnership with the local authority
	To work in partnership with the local authority
	To work in partnership with the family, other agencies and professionals to safeguard the interests and promote the welfare of the child. 

· Public Law Outline (PLO)

· Carry out assessment of child’s needs and formulate a Care Plan
· Prepare Interim Care Plan

· Apply for Interim Care Order

· Renew ICO after  8 weeks and thereafter every 28days if applicable

· Carry out assessment of parents 

· Carry out assessment and provide training to foster carer’s

· Provide foster carer with Placement Information Record (PIR)

· Arrange contact with parents and any other significant person(s) in the child’s life

· LAC Review (initial review within 28days, 2nd review within 3 months and thereafter within  6 month  of last review)

· An Initial Health Assessment will be completed followed by Review Health Assessments (6 Monthly for 5 and under, Annual for over 5s

· A Personal Educational Planning meeting (PEP) will be arranged with the parents, carers, young person and educational establishment
· Make recommendations to the court about when it is safe for the child to return home, or whether an Order is appropriate to secure the childs future safety and wellbeing

	Care Order (CO)
	Child is placed in the care of the local authority until the age of 18, unless discharged earlier by a court.
	Shared between the Local Authority and parent(s) 


	To work in partnership with the local authority
	To work in partnership with the local authority
	To work in partnership with the family, other agencies and professionals to safeguard the interests and promote the welfare of the child.

· Prepare permanency plan for the child or young person

· LAC Reviews 6 monthly

· PEP Review

· Health Assessment reviews

· Leaving Care services and support

· Carry out assessment and provide training to foster carer’s

· Provide foster carer with Placement Information Record (PIR)

	Residence Order (RO)
	A Residence order states which person the child should live with on a permanent basis and gives that person Parental Responsibility for the child


	Shared between the Local Authority and parent(s) 

and the person who has been granted  the Residence Order
	To allow the child to settle in their new home
	Carer applies to the Court for a Residence Order
	· The court may ask the Local Authority for a S7 or S37 report on the children;s circumstances andof the

	Special Guardianship Order (SGO)
	A Child is cared for by a  Special Guardian. An SGO gives parental responsibility to the applicant
LINK to SGO Regulations 2005
	Shared between the Special Guardian and the parents, however  the Special  Guardian  is able to exercise PR to the exclusion of any other person with PR on most issues.
	To allow the child to settle in their new home 
	Carer applies to the Court for a Special Guardianship Order

To care for and safeguard the child without further intervention from the LA
	· To assess the needs of the child

· To assess the suitability of the carers to become Special Guardians for the child
· To provide support to Special Guardians when needed.

	Adoption
	Child is cared for by their adoptive parent(s)
LINK to Slough adoption procedures

LINK to Adoption legislation
	Adoptive parent(s)
	To allow the child to settle in their new home
	Carer applies to the Court for an Adoption Order

To care for and safeguard the child without further intervention from the LA
	· Obtain Placement Order for the child which allows them to be placed for Adoption
· Assess potential adoptive parents (Home Study)

· Find Adoptive family who match the child’s needs

· Plan Introductions

· Monitor placement prior to the Adoption Order

· Provision of post-adoptive support  and services to the child, birth parents and adoptive parents


