App 2 Gangs: Risk Factors of Young People’s Involvement in Gangs

The table below provides a list of risk factors for gang activity. This is an amalgamation of research
taken from the Office of Juvenile Justice Delinquency and Programme Bulletin and the Manchester
Multi-Agency Gang Strategy Risk Assessment Tool. It has been adapted for the Sheffield context.
The list of risk factors is quite extensive. Clearly not all of them need to be present for a professional
to be concerned that a young person is at risk of involvement in gang activity.




School Below national average for educational attainment
_ Number of school moves




Domain

Risk Factor

Low maths achievement in boys

Low educational aspirations

Limited interaction between school, home and community

Being bullied or bullying others

Exclusion and / or truancy

Negative labelling by teachers

In trouble at school, high levels of anti-social behaviour at school

Few teacher role models

Educational frustration

Low commitment / attachment to school

identification of learning disability

Peer Group

Friends involved in anti-social / criminal behaviour

Low commitment to positive peers

Socialises on street

Gang member/s in class

Friends who use drugs or are gang members

Friends who are drug dealers

Interaction with delinquent peers

Community

Transient local population

High levels of unemployment and poverty

Poor community ties

Presence of gangs in neighbourhood

Availability of drugs and / or firearms

Poor housing conditions / amenities

Neglected property / garden

Barriers to / lack of social and employment opportunities

Lack of social capital

Tolerating gang / criminal behaviour




Sources:

http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/jjbulletin/9808/chart.html

http://www.manchestersch.org.uk/docs/SAFEGUARDING PROTOCOL guns&gangs v5.pdf
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