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Early Help 
Response  

Child in Need 
Assessment 

Signposting / referral to other 
agency / voluntary sector  

Referral Pathway for Children and Young People who go missing 

 

 

 

 

 

YP is currently an open 
case to SC or CSE 

1. Missing and found notifications received from Police into 
MISPER mailbox 

2. Information or concern or young person reported missing to 
MASH via email, MARF or phone call 

3. Other LA reports Out of Area LAC missing to social worker 

All missing episodes are recorded 
on the tracker 

No Further 
Action  

MASH Multi-
Agency Screening 
where there is 
additional 
vulnerability 

Return Home Interview 
conducted within 72 hours 
 

Multi-Agency Strategy 
Discussion / Meeting 

At risk of 
Significant Harm 

Section 47 
Enquiries 

Return Home Interview 
initiated  

Information is reviewed by Missing & CSE 
Co-ordinator within one working day 

YP is not currently open 
case to CYPS Allocated social 

worker is informed 
of missing episode 
and any 
safeguarding 
concerns and 
recommendations by 
CSE/Missing Co-
ordinator. SW 
responds 
appropriately. 

Not at risk of significant 
harm but has additional 
vulnerability 

Team around the family meeting, 
where all concerned parties attend 

Feedback voice of the child 
and safeguarding concerns 
to allocated social worker 
or into multi-agency 
meetings 
 

Referrer to be advised to report the missing incident to the 
Police and obtain an incident number 

Threshold assessment / 
Decision  

Not at risk of 
significant harm 
and no additional 
vulnerability 

  

Pre-screening report 
completed 
 

Trends and themes 
analysed 
 

CSE/Missing Co-ordinator 
to triangulate with CSE & 
Children missing from 
Education information. 
Then report on a monthly 
basis to CSE Strategic 
Lead 
 


