APPENDIX F
Family Assessment Report SECTION 1
FRONT SHEET
Assessment report for: (delete as necessary)
· Temporary Approval of Connected Person as a foster carer and immediate placement under Regulation 24 Care Planning, Placement and Case Review (England) Regulations 2010 (complete as much as possible of sections 1, 2, 3 and 8 to comply with Schedule 4)
· Special Guardianship Order under SGO Regulations 2005 (complete sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8)
· Fostering assessment of family member, friend or other connected person under Fostering Service (England) Regulations 2011 (complete sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 7 & 8)
	Name of local
authority
	

	Address
	

	Assessing social worker
	

	Telephone
	

	Email
	

	Team manager
	

	Telephone
	

	Email
	


	CONTENTS (delete as appropriate)

	Give page number

	Front sheet (section 1) for all reports
	

	Summary of checks & references (section 2) for all reports
	

	Details of applicant and household members (section 3) for all reports
	

	Profile of the child (section 4) for SGO/RO/fostering assessment
	

	Profile of the birth family (section 5) for SGO/RO only
	

	Additional information for SGO (section 6) for SGO only
	

	Fostering assessment of family member/friend (section 7) fostering only
	

	Summary and recommendations (section 8) for all reports
	


Name of applicant
	
	Applicant 1
	Applicant 2 (if applicable)

	First Name
	
	

	Last Name
	
	

	Known as
	
	


How do the applicant and child know each other?
[image: image1.png]


The Care Plan
Outline the plan for the child – is there a permanency plan in place or is the placement likely to be short term? Note any court involvement if applicable.
Details of child/children
	
	Child 1
	Child 2 (if applicable)

	First Name
	
	

	Last Name
	
	

	Known as
	
	

	Date and place of
birth
	
	

	Legal status
	
	

	Usual address
	
	

	School/pre school/FE
	
	

	Ethnic origin
	
	

	Religion and if
practicing
	
	

	First language
	
	


(Delete table if not applicable)
	
	Child 3
	Child 4

	First Name
	
	

	Last Name
	
	

	Known as
	
	

	Date and place of birth
	
	

	Legal status
	
	

	Usual address
	
	

	School/pre school/FE
	
	

	Ethnic origin
	
	

	Religion and if
practicing
	
	

	First language
	
	


	Summary of assessment process

	Date of application
	

	Date assessment
process started
	

	Date assessment
report completed
	

	Reasons for any delay and details of any problems encountered
	


Family Assessment Report SECTION 2
CHECKS, REFERENCES AND INTERVIEWS
· For temporary approval of a connected person complete Part A as a minimum, where possible, and as much of Part B as possible to comply with Schedule 4 Care Planning, Placement and Case Review (England) Regulations (2010)
· Complete Parts A and B for all other assessments.
See the social worker’s guide, The Skills to Foster Assessment: family and friends for advice on completing this form.
PART A
	Identity

	
	Applicant 1
	Applicant 2

	Full name
	
	

	Nationality
	
	

	Passport number and date
seen
	
	

	Residency status and
length of residency. Give details of documents seen and dates
	
	

	Date and place of marriage
and date certificate seen
	
	

	Civil partnership-date and
place of registration and date certificate seen
	
	

	Divorce- give date and
date certificate seen
	
	

	Civil partnership
dissolution- date and date seen
	
	

	National Insurance
number
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	Interviews/discussions with applicant

	Date
	Location
	Name of
interviewer
	Who was
interviewed - If two applicants, state if seen separately
	Name anyone
else present

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Interviews with applicant’s children, including adult children

	Living at home (include children for whom the plan is permanence within this
family). See assessor’s guide for guidance

	Name
	Date
	Relationship to applicant
	Date of DBS (if 18+)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Not living at home (include children who are living away from home, those at university and those living with previous partners)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Interviews with other household members

	Name
	Date
	DOB
	Relationship to applicant
	Date of DBS
(if 18+)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Immediate Checks

	PNC inc. details of convictions, domestic
violence or other incidents
	

	Local child protection unit
	

	Home local authority
	

	Previous local authority (if applicable)
	

	School/nursery
	

	GP
	


	
	PART B
	

	Statutory checks

	
	Applicant 1
	Applicant 2

	Enhanced DBS check result-state clear/not clear
	
	

	Date sent
	
	

	Date returned
	
	

	Overseas check
	
	

	Date sent
	
	

	Date returned
	
	

	Any other checks
	
	

	Date sent
	
	

	Date returned
	
	

	Any additional comments
If the DBS is not clear, Senior Manager’s comments and signature (see social worker’s guide to Skills to Foster Assessment: family and friends for guidance)

	Add any others checks which arise during the course of the assessment.

	Check
	Applicant 1
	Applicant 2

	Local authority checks (where child
and applicant live, if different) and details of any previous involvement
	
	

	Date sent
	
	

	Date returned
	
	

	Probation and relevant details
	
	

	Date sent
	
	

	Date returned
	
	

	NSPCC
	
	

	Date sent
	
	

	Date returned
	
	



	Ofsted / childminding
	
	

	Date sent
	
	

	Date returned
	
	

	EWO
	
	

	Date sent
	
	

	Date returned
	
	

	Previous application to
foster/adopt/SGO? Give details of Local authority and any issues
	
	

	Date of application
	
	

	Health and safety check
	
	

	Date completed
	
	

	Gun licence number
	
	

	Date seen
	
	

	Pet questionnaire/s- comment on
any issues
	
	

	Date completed
	
	

	Fire brigade visit and any
comments/advice given
	
	

	Date
	
	

	Any additional comments


Medical report
Give date report received by service and quote date of and any comments made by the medical advisor. Give details of any serious physical or mental illness, any hereditary disease, disorder or disability.
	References and interviews

	
	Give name of referee, relationship to
applicant and length of time known- see Assessor’s guide for guidance

	Personal reference
	

	Date sent
	

	Date returned
	

	Date interviewed
	

	Personal reference
	

	Date sent
	

	Date returned
	

	Date interviewed
	

	Personal reference
	

	Date contacted
	

	Date returned
	

	Personal reference
	

	Date contacted
	

	Date returned
	

	Personal reference
	

	Date contacted
	

	Date returned
	

	Personal reference
	

	Date contacted
	

	Date returned
	

	Employer-current
	

	Date contacted
	

	Date returned or interviewed
	

	Employer- previous if involved working
with children or vulnerable adults
	

	Date contacted
	

	Date returned or interviewed
	

	Child’s School
	

	Date contacted
	

	Date returned or interviewed
	


	Applicant’s child’s school
	

	Date contacted
	

	Date returned or interviewed
	

	Previous partner
	

	Date contacted
	

	Date returned or interviewed
	

	Previous partner
	

	Date contacted
	

	Date returned or interviewed
	

	GP
	

	Date contacted
	

	Date returned or interviewed
	

	Health visitor
	

	Date contacted
	

	Date returned or interviewed
	

	Other e.g. voluntary work with children
	

	Date contacted
	

	Date returned or interviewed
	

	Support network 1
	

	Date contacted
	

	Date returned or interviewed
	

	Support network 2
	

	Date contacted
	

	Date returned or interviewed
	


Family Assessment Report SECTION 3
DETAILS OF APPLICANT AND HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS
To be completed for all assessments - temporary approval of connected person, SGO, RO and Family and Friends foster carers. See the social worker’s guide, The Skills to Foster Assessment: family and friends for advice on completing this form.
	
	Applicant 1
	Applicant 2

	Name
	
	

	Date and place of birth
	
	

	Address
	
	

	Relationship status
	
	

	Length of partnership
	
	

	Dates of previous marriage/
civil partnership/ significant relationship
	
	

	Number & ages of own
children
	
	

	Ethnic origin
	
	

	Language/s spoken at home
	
	

	Religion
	
	

	Practicing or nominal?
	
	

	Registered disabled? If yes,
give details
	
	

	Can they drive a car?
	
	

	Do they have access to a car?
	
	

	If yes, how many passengers
can the car safely take?
	
	

	Date driving licence seen
	
	

	Date of MOT
	
	

	Date of insurance renewal
	
	


	Children living in household

	Name
	Gender
	Date of
birth
	Relationship to
applicant

	
	Male
Female
	
	

	
	Male
Female
	
	


History and life style of under 18s in household
Have they always lived at home? Is their current lifestyle likely to impact negatively on the child? What are their views on the new/proposed placement? How will the placement impact on them?
Others living in the household aged 18+
Name
Gender
Date of birth


Relationship to applicant
Male Female
Male Female
Male Female
Applicant’s children not living in the home, including adult children. If under 18, who are they living with?
Name
Date of birth

Gender
Address (and name of carer if under 18)

Relationship to applicant

Regularity of visits
Male Female
Male Female
Male Female
Please give details of any deceased children
Name
Gender
Date of birth
Date of death
Male Female

	Pets in the household

	Species
	Number
	Age
	Issues (see pet questionnaire for more detail)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Regular visitors to the home

	Name
	Gender
	Date of
birth
	Relationship to
applicant
	Offering
support?

	
	Male
Female
	
	
	Yes
No

	
	Male
Female
	
	
	Yes
No

	
	Male
Female
	
	
	Yes
No

	
	Male
Female
	
	
	Yes
No


Accommodation
Describe the applicant’s accommodation, location and environment. Are they appropriate given the age of the child? How many bedrooms are there? What are the sleeping arrangements? Does/will the child have their own bedroom, if not, is there enough personal space for them to comfortably keep their clothes, belongings and do homework? If assessing for a young child or baby, are the appropriate safety measures in place? Comment on any immediate health and safety concerns, e.g. passive smoking.
Family history
Discuss the relevant points in the personal history of each applicant, highlighting their experiences of being parented and parenting. If the applicant is the grandparent, how do they view their own child’s problems? Can they identify things they did well as a parent and things they could have done better? Explore the current family relationships and describe the applicant’s relationship with the birth parents.
Relationship history
Describe the present and previous sexual relationship history of the applicant. What is the applicant’s sexual orientation and how might this affect the placement? Have there been any periods of separation in the current relationship? If so, give dates and reasons. Detail any current or previous domestic violence including between other members of the household.
Relationship with child
Describe the nature and quality of the relationship between the applicant and their household members and the young person and their family. What is each household member’s view of the placement/proposed placement/ order and its possible impact on them?
Motivation
Why is the applicant interested in fostering this child? Do they carry a sense of guilt because they are related to them? Do they feel they have a choice in the matter? Do they think they are the best person to look after the child? What are their expectations regarding the placement?
Physical capacity
Is the applicant likely to be in sufficiently good health to care for the child until adulthood? Does their current health impede their ability to provide the child with ‘normal family experiences’ such as outings, sports and other activities? If so, how might this be managed? Is the caring role likely to impact on their working life? If so, how might they be supported to continue working?
Emotional capacity to meet the child’s needs
Describe the emotional state of the applicant and their household. What is their parenting style? Is the applicant able to deal appropriately with age related behaviours and provide a stable home life? Will they be an appropriate role model for the child and will they promote their learning and development and educational needs? Will the applicant meet the child’s physical needs including appropriate medical and dental care? Do you consider them suitable to bring up this child? What is the evidence for each of the responses?
Contact
Is the applicant able to support the child to deal appropriately with contact with their family? Will they carry out the plans for the child in relation to family contact even if they do not agree with them? How well are they likely to protect the child from inappropriate contact with their parents or other adults, including through use of mobile phones, email and social networking sites on the internet etc?
Attitudes and aptitudes
Outline your impression of the applicant as a person. What are their approaches and outlook? How do you think they relate, or will relate, to the child and other members of the team? How well do you think they will adapt their role from being grandparent/aunt/friend etc. to parenting?
Impact on applicant’s family life
How is/might the placement impact on the family life of the applicant? To what extent do they understand the impact on their current life style, their time, social life, financial security, their change in role, energy levels, loss of freedom and their relationship with the child’s parents? How realistic is their understanding of the difficulties which may arise? Are they being supported by their and the young person’s wider family?
	Household finances per month

	
	Applicant 1
	Applicant 2

	Net earned income
	
	

	State benefits inc. child benefit
	
	

	Tax credits
	
	

	Any other income
	
	

	Total income
	£
	£

	Mortgage/rent
	
	

	Council tax
	
	

	Household utility bills
	
	

	Any significant debts/loans
	
	

	Any other significant expenditure
	
	

	Total outgoings
	£
	£

	Residual finances
	£
	£


Analysis of financial situation
Does the applicant have any County Court Judgements (CCJs) against them? What is your assessment of how the family will cope financially with another child in the family? There should be no assumption that the applicant will give up work but if this is considered, what will be the financial impact?
For SGO applications, attach financial assessment for SGO allowance.
Family Assessment Report SECTION 4
INFORMATION ABOUT THE CHILD
To be completed by the child’s social worker. See the social worker’s guide, The Skills to Foster Assessment: family and friends for advice about completing this form.
Name
Sex
Date and place of birth
Current Address and LA area Who is the child currently living with? Give dates Nationality and immigration status where appropriate
Is child subject to any court orders? If so, name the court, the order granted and date
Reasons for proposed placement/order (delete as appropriate)
Describe why an order/placement with family member, friend or other connected person is being sought.
Chronology of care
	From
	To
	Placement details including
reasons for moves

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Physical description and personality
Give a description of the child’s physical appearance, personality, their social development, presentation and behavioural development and any related needs. Attach a recent photograph.
Child’s development
Describe the child’s emotional and behavioural development.
Identity
What is the child’s racial origin, religion, cultural and linguistic background? Give details of any baptism, confirmation or equivalent ceremonies.
Child’s likes and dislikes
Give details of the child’s interests, likes and dislikes.
Health
Give details of the child’s health history, their current health and any treatment they are receiving.
Education
Give details of the child’s current school, any educational attainments, whether they are subject to a statement of special educational needs under the Education Act 1996 and details of any orders made under this Act.
For SGO applications
List all school placements including playgroup and nursery provision and specify type of provision.
	From
	To
	Name & address of school/nursery

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


For SGO applications
	Sibling’s
Name
	DOB
	Current address, LA area
and carer (specify if looked after)
	Details of any court
order inc. court & date of order

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Family relationships
Describe the child’s current relationship with family members and other people important to them. Comment on any previous issues with family relationships.
Contact
What is the extent of the child’s current contact with parents and other relatives and what are the arrangements for continuing contact between the child and family members and any other person the local authority considers relevant? If this needs to be supervised, state who will do this.
Wishes and feelings
What are the child’s wishes and feelings about the proposed placement, their religious and cultural upbringing, the proposed order (if any) and contact arrangements? Give the date these were ascertained. If Special Guardianship Order application, has the applicant discussed the order with the child?
Family Assessment Report SECTION 5
INFORMATION ABOUT THE BIRTH FAMILY
To be completed by the child’s social worker. See the social worker’s guide, The Skills to Foster Assessment: family and friends for advice about completing this form.
	
	Mother
	Father

	Name
	
	

	Date & Place of birth
	
	

	Address including LA area
(give date this was confirmed)
	
	

	Nationality and immigration
status (where appropriate)
	
	

	Racial origin and culture
	
	

	Language/s spoken at home
	
	

	Relationship status
	
	

	Length of partnership
	
	

	Dates of previous marriage, civil partnership or significant relationship
	
	

	Religion
	
	

	Practicing or nominal?
	
	

	Number and ages of children
	
	

	Details of any criminal
convictions, cautions or current contact with police or probation
	
	


Mother
Physical description and personality
Give a physical description of the mother and describe her personality. Attach a recent photograph.
Health history
Describe mother’s health history, including details of any serious physical or mental illness, and any hereditary disease, disorder or disability.
	Educational history

	Date
from
	Date to
	School/college/university
	Qualifications

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Employment history

	Date
from
	Date to
	Name & address of employer
	Occupation

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Wishes and feelings of mother
Detail mother’s wishes and feelings in respect of:
Special guardianship, child’s religious and cultural upbringing and contact with the child. Does she agree with the application and if not, why are her wishes not being taken into account?
Father (if more than one child, complete one for each father as appropriate)
Father unknown (if completed, delete next 5 sections)
If the identity or whereabouts of the father are not known, describe the information that has been ascertained and from whom. Outline the steps that have been taken to establish paternity.
Physical description and personality
Give a physical description of the father and describe his personality. Attach a recent photograph.
Health history
Describe father’s health history, including details of any serious physical or mental illness, and any hereditary disease, disorder or disability.
	Educational history

	Date from
	Date to
	Name & address of employer
	Occupation

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Employment history

	Date from
	Date to
	Name & address of employer
	Occupation

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Wishes and feelings of father
Detail father’s wishes and feelings in respect of:
Special guardianship, child’ religious and cultural upbringing and contact with the child. Does he agree with the application and if not, why are his views not being taken into account?
Parents relationship
Describe the parents’ past and present relationship. Were they married to each other at the time of the child’s birth, have they subsequently married, are they divorced or separated?
Parental responsibility
Who has parental responsibility? Where the child’s parents are not married, state whether the father has parental responsibility and, if so, how this was acquired.
Wishes and feelings of extended family
Note any wishes and feelings expressed by the birth family’s extended family including grandparents, aunts, uncles and siblings, not noted elsewhere.
Family Assessment Report SECTION 6
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR SPECIAL GUARDIANSHIP ORDER
This form is to be completed by the child’s social worker in addition to sections 1 to 6 and section 8, for a Special Guardianship Order under SGO Regulations 2005. See the social worker’s guide, The Skills to Foster Assessment: family and friends for completion advice.
Experience of caring for children
Detail the applicant’s experience of caring for children and, if relevant, the child in question.
Ability to relate to adults and children
Discuss the applicant’s ability to relate to adults and children.
Previous Family Court involvement
Give details of any previous involvement of the applicant in family court proceedings not referred to elsewhere.
Reason for solo application (delete if not applicable)
If the applicant is a member of a couple but applying alone for an SGO, give the reasons for this.

Applicant 1
Family members
	Name
	Parent or sibling?
	Age or age at death

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Chronology of education
	Dates from /to
	Name of school/
college/university
	Qualifications

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Chronology of employment
	Dates from/to
	Name & address
of employer
	Occupation

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Personality and interests
Applicant 2 (delete if only one applicant)
Family members
	Name
	Parent or sibling?
	Age or age at death

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Chronology of education
	Dates from /to
	Name of school/ college/university
	Qualifications

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Chronology of employment
	Dates from/to
	Name & address
of employer
	Occupation

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Personality and interests
Relationship with child
Describe the child’s current and future relationship with the applicant and applicant’s family. Is the applicant a relative of the child? Is the applicant a foster carer?
Religious and cultural upbringing
Is the applicant willing to follow any wishes of the child or his parents in respect of the child’s religious and cultural upbringing? Discuss any issues.
Views of household & wider family
What are the views of members of the applicant’s household and their extended family in respect of making a special guardianship order?
Support services
Detail any support services to be provided including length of provision for example:
· Counselling or support groups for the child, their family or the special guardian
· financial support
· help with contact
· therapy for the young person
· respite provision
· training for the special guardian
If no support services are being offered, explain why.
Reasons for applying for SGO
What are the applicant’s reasons for applying for a SGO? What is the extent of their understanding of the nature and effect of special guardianship?
Implications of making a Special Guardianship Order
Outline the implications of making a special guardianship order for the child, their parents, the prospective guardian and their family, any other relevant person.
Applicants wishes and feelings regarding contact
What are the applicant’s wishes and feelings in respect of contact between the child and their relatives or any other person the LA considers relevant?
Future expectations
What hopes and expectations does the special guardian have for the child’s future?
Consideration of SGO and other orders
Outline the merits of a special guardianship order or other orders which may be made under the Children Act 1989 or the Adoption and Children Act 2002.

Family Assessment Report SECTION 7
THE SKILLS TO FOSTER ASSESSMENT: FAMILY AND FRIENDS FOSTER CARERS
This section is to be completed in addition to sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and 8 as part of a
fostering assessment of a family member, friend or other connected person under the Fostering Services (England) Regulations 2011. Guidance on completing this form can be found in the social worker’s guide, The Skills to Foster Assessment: family and friends.
	Preparation training

	Name of session
	Date/s attended

	Outline the content of the session/s. Did the applicant
attend a specific Family and Friends preparation course or mainstream fostering preparation course?
	


Post placement support services
Does the child have any needs the applicant is unable to meet? If so, what are the plans to ensure these needs are met? Include details of any support groups, training etc. available specifically to family and friends foster carers.
	Support network

	Name
	Detail level and type of support offered
	Have they been
interviewed?

	
	
	Yes
No

	
	
	Yes
No

	
	
	Yes
No


Skills assessment
Comment on the applicant’s skills, qualities, knowledge and abilities in relation to the child placed or to be placed, using evidence wherever possible. See assessor’s guide for further assistance.
1 Understand the role of a family and friends foster carer
	1.1
Experience of caring for this child

	Describe the extent of the applicant’s experience of caring for this child. How
long have they known them? How involved were they with caring for them prior to this placement? How well is the child fitting in to/ likely to fit in to this family?
	1.1a

	1.2
Confidentiality

	What experience does the applicant have in dealing with confidential issues? How well might they keep information confidential even from family members, if necessary? What is their understanding of how they can alert others to the possible risks from the child without breaching their confidentiality?
	1.3b

	1.3
Working with the team

	To what extent does the applicant have the skills and ability to work with
other professionals and contribute to the planning process for the child? If they have been involved with social care services previously, how well did they engage with professionals?
	1.1c
1.1d

	1.4
Record keeping

	Can the applicant demonstrate they can keep accurate written records? How
will they enable the child to keep their own records and memorabilia?
	3.2b
3.2c

	1.5
Promotion of equality and diversity

	Does the applicant have an understanding of the importance of promoting the child’s ethnic, religious, cultural and linguistic background? How do/will they help the child feel good about who they are? How might they deal with negative views from others towards themselves or the child?
	1.2a
1.2b

	1.6
Communication skills

	To what extent can the applicant demonstrate the skills and ability to
communicate effectively and what examples can they give of how they have or might overcome some of the difficulties in communicating with the child? How might they help them to share their wishes and feelings?
	3.1a
3.1b
3.1c


2 Understand health, safety and healthy care
	2.1
Fire safety

	Does the applicant have a good understanding of how to prevent fires in the
home? What would they do in case of a fire? Refer to health and safety checklist and fire brigade visit.
	2.2b

	2.2
Healthy care

	What is their understanding of the child’s allergies, childhood illnesses,
	2.3a

	medication, infection control procedures, substance misuse and sexual
	2.3b

	health/sexual identity issues and how to deal with them? Are they able to
	2.3d

	discuss these issues with the child age appropriately and advise them? Is the
	4.5a

	child registered with a G.P., dentist and, if necessary, optician? If required, do
	4.5b

	they ensure the child wears glasses?
	

	2.3
Medical treatment

	How great is their knowledge of first aid and how to access emergency and
general medical help?
	2.3c

	2.4
Safer caring

	Discuss the applicant’s understanding of safer caring issues including the ways
	5.2a

	in which the child may be harmed by adults/other young people, including
	5.2b

	through the internet. Can they recognise the indicators of possible abuse and
	5.2c

	neglect? How would they respond? What is their understanding of bullying
	5.3a

	and what action would they take if they felt the child was being harmed?
	5.3b

	Refer to the family safer caring policy. Can they describe the child’s
	5.3c

	school/nursery/youth club policy?
	5.3d


3 Understand the development of the child
	3.1
Understanding development

	What is the extent of the applicant’s knowledge of normal child
development? Is there a difference between the child’s chronological and developmental age and what is the applicant’s understanding of this? How are they preparing/will they prepare the child for adulthood? How will they support them through significant life changes and challenges?
	4.1b
4.2b
4.2c

	3.2
Understanding and managing behaviour

	Discuss the applicant’s ability to manage challenging behaviour in a way
that is safe, using appropriate techniques. Are they flexible in their attitude to managing behaviour? Can the applicant identify examples of the child’s risky behaviour and how they are managing/will manage this? How does/will the family reduce and manage any risks to themselves?
	2.4a
2.4b
2.4c

	3.3
Understanding attachment and resilience

	Discuss the applicant’s ability to appreciate the difficulties that the child may
have building positive relationships due to their previous experiences of abuse, trauma, separation, loss etc. How are/will they help them cope with major difficulties and develop positive self esteem?
	4.1a
4.2a

	3.4
Play and activities

	Describe the leisure activities, sports, hobbies and interests the applicant plans to encourage the child to participate in. Does the applicant feel it is important to involve him/her in such activities? What will they do if the child does not have any appropriate interests or want to join in any family activities? What is their understanding of the importance of routines for the child?
	4.3a
4.3b
4.3c

	3.5
Supporting education

	How does the applicant plan to encourage and support the child with their
education- including further education & employment? How would they support him/her if they stopped attending school; will they be available to do this on a longer term basis if necessary? What skills do they have to be able to advocate on behalf of the child to ensure their educational needs are met? Refer to interview with teacher from applicant’s child’s school if applicable.
	4.4a
4.4b
4.4c


4 Develop yourself
	4.1
Understanding the impact of fostering

	What does the applicant understand of the impact fostering this child will have on their own family life and what changes do they anticipate they will need to make? How do they plan to support their own children?
	

	4.2
Providing a positive role model

	Does the applicant understand the importance of providing a positive role
model for the child they are, or will be, fostering? Does their behaviour cause any concerns in line with your fostering services’ policies?
	

	4.3
Dealing with stress

	How does the applicant deal with disruptions to and stresses in their daily life?
Will they need to find alternative ways of dealing with stress when they are fostering? Is there a risk they may become stressed, anxious or depressed? How likely are they to actively seek appropriate support and guidance? Refer to personal referee interviews.
	6.1b

	4.4
Professional development

	What is the applicant’s understanding of and attitude to supervision and ongoing training? How do they feel training or other development opportunities could help them?
	6.2a


Family Assessment Report SECTION 8
SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Complete for all assessments.
Summary of strengths and reasons for matching
Include the reasons why this family member, friend or other connected person is the most appropriate to look after this child, the skills met, personal qualities, evidence of safer caring, ability to deal with family contact appropriately etc.
Summary of any outstanding issues and/or risks
Highlight any concerns or issues you have about the applicant’s capacity to safely care for this child – e.g. ongoing health issues / motivation /impact of fostering on their own children/ financial or practical considerations / size of the accommodation or lack of bedroom space/ability to manage contact with the young person’s family.
Summary of development and support needs
Summarise the post placement support detailed in section 6 (if SGO) or section 7 (if fostering assessment).
For a fostering assessment there is no need for applicants to be able to demonstrate every skill in the assessment. It is important therefore to assess the applicant’s attitude to ongoing learning and whether they need/have the ability to change this attitude.
Applicant’s comments
Assessing social worker’s recommendation
If SGO, a recommendation as to whether or not the order sought should be made and if not, any alternative proposals in respect of the child.
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DECISION MAKER’S DECISION (temporary approval of a connected person)
COURT OUTCOME (state order made)
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reasons for the recommendation)
Date
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