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Introduction

This guide will tell you how the Council will support you financially when you
leave care.
It will also tell you the support that you will get before you leave care, so that
you have more confidence in dealing with money.

There is different support available at different ages. Here is a summary:
Age Whathappens

16 You will be given a plan to help you transition from care to
independent life
18 You are no longer in care, but North Tyneside Council (depending

on your eligibility status) will still provide you with some support,
which may include a personal adviser and a plan

21 You can continue to get help and advice from the leaving care
team and a personal adviser until you are 25, if you want to.
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What is your eligibility?

| am 16, about to turn 17.
| went into care at 14 and have been looked after by
North Tyneside since.

| am an ‘eligible young person’

I have just turned 17.
I've been looked after by North Tyneside, but | have recently
left care to live with my parents.

| am a ‘relevant young person’

lam 19.
Before | turned 18 | was a relevant young person.
| am a ‘former relevant young person’

lam 16.

I've recently moved to North Tyneside to seek asylum, as | had
to leave my home country. They are looking after me now.

| am an ‘unaccompanied asylum-seeking child’

lam 21.

Before | turned 18, | was looked after for about 15
weeks.

| am a ‘qualifying care leaver’




What assistance is available?

\

As a relevant young person, who just moved
back in with his parents, he received financial
assistance for the return. Any other financial
assistance that he wants will have to be
considered at a panel, as this support should
be given by his family now.

As an eligible young person in care, once she hit
her 16™ birthday, she started to get pocket
money . This can be used for any personal
items, clothing, toiletries, and phone credit. The
amount depends on an individuals’ living
arranaements.

Important information

For Care Leavers who are ready to become independent, an
allowance will be given to cover the costs associated with
establishing a home, as well as financial support for educational
and training opportunities, including higher education or with
finding employment.

If a young person has money in savings or a trust, we will not
take it into account.

Placement type Allowance

Accommodation-only We will provide an allowance equivalent to universal
placement credit rate

Supported living arrangement Given a reduced amount, of the equivalent to universal

credit, in line with additional support provided

Any other type of placement Given a reduced amount of the equivalent to universal
credit, in line with additional support provided



Information on bank accounts
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Bank accounts

If you have a bank account, this is where the council can send any
payments.

Your social worker, personal adviser, or foster carer should be familiar
with what is available, and help you to decide which account you want.

—  —————

Savings accounts

You will be assisted in opening a bank or building society savings
account.

This can be used to budget your pocket money, and you should be
encouraged to save a percentage of this every month to buy more
expensive personal items.
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Current accounts

Almost all payments will be received directly into your bank account,
and all of these payments will be recorded by the Council.

If you are working, this will allow your wages will be paid directly into
this account.

Again, you should save a portion of your income every month.
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If you are unable to open a bank account as an
unaccompanied asylum-seeking child, you will be provided
with a pre-payment card. This card will have allowances
loaded onto it. Your social worker should organise this.
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Other financial support

Emergency payments

The Leaving Care Service may provide
some time-limited practical assistance
through emergency payments.

This is subject to an assessment of need.

Care leavers who are lone parents

As with those with disabilities, as a care
leaver who is a lone parent at 16 and 17,
you will not receive the majority of the
leaving care allowances.

Instead, you will receive means-tested
benefits.

The Income Maintenance Allowance and
Clothing Allowance will also cease for you.

Special events

Following an assessment of need, you may
be able to receive a special events
allowance.

This could also be given to your social
worker or personal adviser to buy you a gift
or contribute towards a celebration.

Supported placements

If you are living in a supported placement,
the amount of your allowance is reduced in
line with any additional support that is
provided.

This is because you have more support and
costs covered than young people in
accommodation-only placements.

Care leavers in employment

If you are in paid employment, then your
employer should be paying you the
equivalent of the income maintenance
allowance, or higher.

If you are in lower-paid employment, you will
continue to receive an allowance, until you
earn over £100 a week.



Support for different groups

Care leavers who are 18+

As a care leaver, you should be supported in making an advanced claim
up to 28 days before you turn 18.

As you are entitled to this, the Council does not have any legal
responsibility to offer you financial support. However, if you have issues
with your benefits, through no fault of your own, you should contact your
social worker and you may be given an allowance.




