
 

 

CONTENT/ TYPE  
 

SCENARIO TIMESCALE FOR 
REVIEW 

ACTION RATIONAL 

Contacts, Initial 
Considerations and 
Referrals that do not 
Progress. 
 
 

All contacts, Initial Considerations and 
referrals into LADO where it is clear that 
there is no evidence to substantiate the 
allegation 

Reviewed 10 years 
from the date of 
closure 

All information should be deleted 
or removed, unless at that point 
the LADO is able to rationalise 
why the information should be 
retained 

A decision to retain information 
beyond 10 years may be taken 
by the LADO if patterns or 
behaviour are emerging that 
suggest he person could 
continue to pose risk of harm.  

Malicious, False or 
Unfounded  
 
 

All cases that progress to strategy 
meeting whereby the allegation is found 
to be Malicious, false or unfounded. 

Reviewed after 10 
years from the date 
of closure 

If no additional information or 
evidence is brought to light 
during this period, the 
information should be deleted or 
removed, unless the LADO is able 
to rationalise why the 
information should be retained. 

A decision to retain information 
beyond 10 years may be taken 
by the LADO if patterns or 
behaviour are emerging that 
suggest the person could 
continue to pose risk of harm. 

Unsubstantiated All cases that progress to strategy 
meeting whereby the allegation is found 
to be unsubstantiated.  

No Date for review These records should be retained 
until the alleged perpetrator 
reaches the age of 100 years. 
Following this time they should 
be deleted and destroyed. 

For cases that are deemed 
unsubstantiated there is neither 
evidence to confirm or deny the 
alleged incident happened and 
therefore the risk in deleting 
this information is too high.  
 
The decision made to retain 
records whereby the outcome is 
unsubstantiated comes from 
the Bichard enquiry regarding 
Ian Huntley who had a series of 
unsubstantiated allegations 
against him that presented a 
pattern of concern. 

Substantiated  All cases that progress to strategy 
meeting whereby the outcome is found 
to be substantiated. 

No Date for review These records should be retained 
until the alleged perpetrator 
reaches the age of 100 years. 

Substantiated case should not 
be delated or removed sooner 
than this time as the outcome 



 

 

Following this time they should 
be deleted and destroyed  

suggests the person poses risk 
of harm to children and the 
information should remain.  
 
This allows for allegations that 
may be made once the person 
has died per Jimmy Savile and 
Cyril Smith. 

 


