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E.1
Education, Health and Care Assessment Request

Guidance Notes (Social Care) Form 

Guidance for Social Care Professionals for Completing a Social Care Advice for a Statutory Education, Health and Care (EHC) Assessment

Introduction

This document provides Liverpool City Council’s guidance to social care professionals for completing social care advice for a Statutory EHC Assessment under the Children’s and Families Act 2014.

The Special Educational Needs Code of Practice outlines the following principles for professionals in undertaking an EHC assessment.

· focus on the child or young person as an individual

· enable children and young people and their parents to express their views, wishes and feelings 

· enable children and young people and their parents to be part of the decision making process

· be easy for children, young people and their parents or carers to understand, and use clear ordinary language and images rather than professional jargon 

· highlight the child or young person, and those that know them best to say what they have done, what they are interested in and what outcomes they are seeking in the future

· tailor support to the needs of the individual

· organise assessments to minimise demands on families

· bring together relevant professionals to discuss and agree together the overall approach, and

· deliver an outcomes-focused and co-ordinated plan for the child or young person and their parents

Completing the Social Care Request for Assessment/Advice Forms E.2 and E.3
Please complete each section with the following information:

Section A 

Details of current or recent (i.e. within last 18 months) involvement of social care services. This section should identify the nature of the social care involvement (i.e. early help/CAF,   single assessment, children in need plan, child protection plan, looked after plan, personal education plan etc.)  Give brief details of the work undertaken and any planning and the next review date. Some of this information may be available on existing assessment information and this should be attached to the E.2 Form to save duplication with relevant points highlighted. The Social Care professional will ensure that any confidentiality issues are managed within agreed Social Care Data Protection protocols and in accordance with the HM Government information sharing advice. 
Section B

This section details the social care needs which require provision under Section 2 of the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1970. This is provision that must be provided and detailed in the Education, Health and Care Plan.
Details of how to communicate with the child or young person and engage them in decision making should also be included.

This section should also contain information about what the parents/carers see as important for their child or young person as well as their views about the child’s needs and provision.

Section C     The outcomes sought for the child or young person

This section should contain the outcomes that the social care provision is seeking to enable the child or young person to achieve (an outcome is defined within the SEN Code of Practice as the benefit or difference made to an individual as a result of an intervention).  Outcomes should be focused on progress over a year or a Key Stage of education and/or a critical transition point in the child or young person’s life. Shorter term targets can be attached to an EHC Plan but are not included in the EHC Plan.
Social care provision must be detailed and specific and should normally be quantified, for example, in terms of the type of support and who will provide it (including where this is to be secured through a social care direct payment).

It must be clear how the provision will support the outcomes, including any provision secured through a Personal Budget.

Social care advice must specify all services assessed as being needed for a disabled child or young person under 18, under section of the CSDPA.  These services include:

· practical assistance in the home

· provision or assistance in obtaining recreational and educational facilities at home and outside the home

· assistance in traveling to facilities

· adaptations to the home

· facilitating the taking of holidays

· provision of meals at home or elsewhere

· provision or assistance in obtaining a telephone and any special equipment necessary

This may include services to be provided for parent carers of disabled children, including following an assessment of their needs under sections 17ZD – 17ZF of the Children Act 1989.

Section D Any other social care provision (not provided under Section 2 of the CSDPA 1970) 
Social care provision reasonably required may include provision identified through early help and children in need assessments and safeguarding assessments for children.

This section must only include services which are not provided under Section 2 of the CSDPA.  For children and young people under 18 this includes residential short breaks and services provided to children arising from their SEN but unrelated to a disability.  This should include any provision secured through a social care direct payment.

Social care provision reasonably required will include any adult social care provision to meet eligible needs for young people over 18 (set out in an adult care and support plan) under the Care Act 2014.

Social Care Process for Completing Social Care Advice for a statutory Education, Health and Care (EHC) Assessment (Form E.2)
1. The SEN Assessment and Pupil Support Service will send a Request for Advice letter for each child and young person who is undergoing an EHC assessment. This request will be sent to Careline via email. Careline will check the case in the Liquid Logic Social Care ( LSC ) module  and return the Request for Advice letter back to the SEN and Pupil Support Service indicating whether the child or young person is known to Social Care or if there is no current or historical involvement. If there is no current or historical involvement the reply slip will be attached to EHC Plan to confirm that no Social Care in-put is required.

2. Where it is confirmed that the child or young person is either currently or historically known to Social Care the Request for Advice letter and accompanying Advice Form will be sent to the lead identified officer in Social Care for completion. The Request for Advice letter indicates the date the Advice must be returned by to ensure compliance with statutory timescales. 
3. Where there is historical involvement but no current in-put, it is the Social Care professional’s responsibility to determine if releasing the information in the form of an advice is appropriate. They will need to consider whether the information is relevant to:
a. The child or young person’s education or health needs

b. Their expressed outcomes

c. Special education, health and care provision that may be required in the light of the above.

4. The Social Care professional should also consider whether it is proportionate to include historical information as part of the Advice – does the benefit of including the information outweigh any negative consequences, particularly for the child or young person. If Social Care professionals are in any doubt then case specific legal advice should be sought. Practitioners should also consult HM Government advice on information sharing (HM Government, Information Sharing: Advice for practitioners providing safeguarding services to children, young people, parents and carers – March 2015)      

5. Careline will check the following :

a. Identify the current or previous Social Care professional.          

b. Send the Request for Advice letter which details the completion date and Form E2 to the Social Care professional together with these guidance notes and process chart.
c. Ensure that the current, historical or no involvement boxes on the Request for Advice letter are completed and returned to the SEN Assessment and Pupil Support Service. This enables the case to be tracked against statutory timescales.
d. The Social Care professional will determine and ensure that any confidential information/issues are not included in the advice by omitting the information or redacting it.
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