Appendix 3 


Assessment of Prospective Special Guardians Needs for Support Services

	Name of child:
	

	Date of birth:
	

	Family members in the household:

	Name
	Date of birth
	Relationship

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Individual members of the family may have particular Special Guardianship support needs.  Please give brief details, referring to each person individually, outlining the particular need and how this will be met:

	Family member
	Identified support needs

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Informal family and community supports available to the family:

	







	Financial considerations:

	Has advice been given to the prospective special guardians regarding financial support post order?
	

	Has advice been given to the special guardian(s) regarding tax credits and benefits for which they may be eligible?
	




	Core Support Services:
All special guardians will have the opportunity to access a range of basic support services.  Please indicate whether you would be interested in being on the mailing list to receive information regarding these services:

	Contact number for ongoing advice, assistance or onward referrals as needed
	

	Group meetings with other special guardians
	

	Regular workshops/training e.g. managing difficult behaviour, sharing information, etc.
	

	Opportunity to keep in touch through a newsletter or regular social event
	

	Date form completed:
	

	Completed by:
	

	Comments if any by prospective special guardian(s):

	







	Signed:
	
	Prospective special guardian(s)

	Signed:
	
	

	Date:
	




Special Guardianship Support Plan								Dated:
To be completed prior to Special Guardianship Order being obtained

	Child

	Name:
	
	Surname:
	
	Date of birth:
	

	Ethnic origin:
	
	Religion:
	

	Currently legal status:
	
	Applications for other Orders:
	

	Date recommended by Looked After Children Review/Court:
	

	Proposed Special Guardianship Family

	Name:
	
	Surname:
	
	Date of birth:
	

	Ethnic origin:
	
	Religion:
	

	Name:
	
	Surname:
	
	Date of birth:
	

	Ethnic origin:
	
	Religion:
	

	Children In Family

	Name(s):
	
	Date of birth:
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	








Support Plan										

	1.  Health 

	Identified Health Needs
(including any special needs which a disabled child may have or significant medical history, e.g. presentations to casualty)
	Specific Support Plan to meet Health Needs
(including roles, responsibilities and timescales)

	






















	




	2.  Education

	Identified Educational Needs
(including issues/concerns raised at school/nursery)
	Specific Support Plan to meet Educational Needs 
(including roles, responsibilities and timescales)

	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Children who have ceased to be looked after through a Special Guardianship Order may be eligible for funded early learning places. for any families who wish to be considered for the entitlement for 2 year olds, an online Application Form can be found here: www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/2yearolds alternatively your social worker can complete the necessary paperwork.














	

	3.  Behavioural, Social And Emotional Development

	Identified Issues regarding Behavioural, Social and Emotional Development

	Specific Support Plan to assist with Behavioural, Social and Emotional Development 
(including roles, responsibilities and timescales)

	Lincolnshire Children's Centre's offer services and activities for all families and carers with children from birth to five.
You're welcome at any Children's Centre; they offer a fantastic variety of activities, free drop in sessions, and helpful services.
Any adult caring for a child can access services at Centre's. This includes Special Guardians. Your Social Worker will ensure that upon the making of the order you will be automatically registered with your local children's center. This way you can receive regular updates on what events are occurring in your nearest Children's Centre.
For more information about finding a Children’s Centre near you, contact the Family Information Service or go to www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/parents/childrens-centres/ to find one in your area.









	

	4.  Attachment

	Identify any issues concerning attachment of the child to the carer(s)
	Specific Support Plan to address any concerns regarding attachment (including roles, responsibilities and timescales)

	











	

	5.  Identity

	Identify needs regarding Identity (including cultural, ethnicity and religion)
	Specific Support Plan to promote Identity needs (including roles, responsibilities and timescales)

	










	

	6. Leaving Care Entitlements
	

	"Time spent under a special guardianship order is relevant when considering a child subject of a Special Guardianship Order entitlement to leave care services'.  Section 24(2) of the Children Act defines a person qualifying for advice and assistance.  This includes a young person aged 16 to 18 who immediately before the making of the special guardianship order was "looked after" by the local authority.  The nature of the advice and assistance is the same as for any other young person qualifying for advice and assistance under Section 24. 


	Upon reaching the age of 16, Children's Services will automatically refer the young person's details to the Lincolnshire Leaving Care service, unless the young person wishes to decline the offer.



	7.  Financial Support
Special Guardians may be entitled to help with the initial costs of accommodating a child.  Please state if this is needed and what the costs may be (authorisation for this will need to be sought from the Head of Regulated Services)

	
	Please tick

	
	
	
	Yes
	
	No
	

	Are you recommending any other financial support to the placement?
	
	

	
	
	

	

	If so, please specify:





	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	(i) Time limited payment for a specific reason?
If so, please specify:
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	
	

	(ii) Lump sum for a particular item?
If so, please specify:
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	




	
	
	
	
	

	(iii) Ongoing financial support?
Child’s needs must fit into one of the categories for
	
	
	
	
	

	exceptional circumstances below, please give additional details:
	
	
	
	
	

	



	
	
	
	
	

	Does the child currently attract an enhancement due to particular needs? (e.g. soiling, wear and tear due to behaviour)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is the child part of a sibling group who need to remain together?
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Does the child have ongoing or long term emotional or behavioural difficulties due to past abuse or neglect?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Is the child placed with a family member and without additional resources would the child remain on a Care Order?
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



	8.  Contact Post Placement
Support arrangements for birth parents should take into consideration facilitating contact

	Contact Arrangements
	Type
	Frequency
	Venue
	Support Arrangements

	Birth mother
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Birth father
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Siblings
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Other (state who)
		
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	





