Protection of Property Risk Assessment
The council does not expect staff to enter or attempt to enter a property that appears to be unsafe, or may present a health risk, i.e. property is verminous or contains potentially dangerous animals.  Potential risks can be recorded initially on the form below and assessed during each visit.  
· At least two members of staff present on all protection of property visits.
· Staff involved are fit and capable of carrying out the task(s).
· Staff to gain as much information on risks at property prior to the visit from practitioners, partners, family etc  
· Mobile phone to be available. 
· Staff to wear suitable clothing and footwear ie not high heels or open toed sandals. 
	Potential hazards
	(/N/A
	Controls 

	Parking 


	
	Ensure parking near enough to property for carrying equipment into and removal of items . 

	Access - trip hazards external or internal due to storage of items/furniture

	
	Check access safe prior to or on arrival staff to be vigilant check conditions when working in the property.   
If no electricity is lighting sufficient? 

	Personal protective equipment required

Infection control
	
	Disposable Overalls, gloves, face masks, cover shoes.

Handwashing facilities may not be available ensure alcohol gel or hand wipes available.  

	Animals 
	
	Refer to guidance



	Infestation  


	
	Staff not to enter until further action taken refer to District Council or pest control contractor see guidance.



	Mains services risks

	
	Any indication of faulty or defective gas or electrical fittings staff to leave the premises and report to National Grid 0800 111 999 or local gas engineer or electrician 

	Structural risks/falling objects 

	
	Carry out visual check of ceilings and check for falling objects in areas to be worked in. 

	Staff welfare 
	
	Depending on conditions - limit time spent in the property, lack of heating if winter, accessibility to toilets, drinks etc or make arrangements.  

	Minor injuries


	
	Small first aid kit and mobile phone to be available.

	Other Hazards

	
	


