
UASC presents at H&F UASC presents via Pan London 
rota

Welfare check completed by ICAT.  Local/prior connection explored. If 
there is question about age, brief enquiry to be completed by 2 social 
workers, appropriate adult and interpreter. Social workers form a view 

of age

Social workers consider 
YP to be a child

Social workers consider 
YP to be an adult

Social workers are 
unsure if YP is a child

YP is processed 
by the Police as 

an adult

Merton compliant age assessment 
requested* and child 

accommodated under Section 20. 
OR Age decision letter

An abbreviated 
assessment is 
completed by 

CYPS

Child is accommodated 
under Section 20.

ICAT carry out checks on 
Mosaic, refer to HO 

screening interview, to 
Migrant health clinic & to 

Placements team**

UASC transferred to CLA/ 
LCT

LA will initiate a CAF 
assessment by at least 
the next working day 
and follow statutory 

CLA procedures. Duty 
team to contact LASC if 

emergency 
accommodation 

required.

YP remains accommodated under s.20 
and LA continue with statutory duties

YP’s CLA status ceases on day of 
decision & they are referred to NASS 
who provide service to adult asylum 

seekers

YP challenges the decision. CLA cease 
status is on hold while OD CYPS makes 

decision to either continue looked 
after process or referral to NASS

Assessors agree with 
claimed age

Assessors disagree with YP’s 
claimed age but conclude 
they are younger than 18  

The assessors conclude that 
YP is an adult

*Merton compliant age assessments require 2 trained social workers, appropriate 
adult and an interpreter. They take 60 – 90 hours dependent on complexity.

Process for Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children (UASC)

YP – Young person
ICAT – Initial consultation and Advice Team
HO – Home Office
CLA/ LC – Children looked After/ Leaving 
Care
LA – Local Authority
NASS – National Asylum Support Service 
NTS – National Transfer Scheme
LASC - London Asylum Seekers Consortium

UASC presents via NTS. 

YP is accommodated in a temporary hotel. 
Transfer to LA must take place within 5 

working days
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