[bookmark: _Toc412744422]Appendix 1:
Pre and Current Missing Child Risk Assessment Record 

Complete in advance, update and share with police and other agencies when missing. If there is a high likelihood that the child will go missing, this form can be shared with the police before the episode. This form can be filled in by social workers/parents/fosters carers/residential unit staff.

Parents/foster carers/residential unit staff should also complete the Information Sharing Form which has questions around current situation, including nicknames, social media accounts, up to date photograph.

If unsure if a child is missing or unauthorised absence, checks need to be made if their location is definitely known, if not known then police to be informed who will then make their own assessment. 

This form can also help to establish what risks there are to a child and if it is a concerning unauthorised absence, in which case the police would need to informed.


Name of Child     __________________________________
Date   _____________________
Address ________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________  
	Factor
	Details and Explanation

	10 years old or under

	

	11 to 14 years of age

	

	15 up to 18 years of age

	

	Has a Child Protection Plan 

	

	Needs essential medication or treatment not readily available to them e.g. asthma inhaler, insulin
	

	May not have the physical ability to interact safely with others or in an unknown environment, e.g. visually impaired, history of abuse or inappropriate adult/stranger relationships, Downs Syndrome etc.
	

	Lacks reasonable awareness of the risks associated with running away, incl. learning disabled
	

	Known to associate with adults or children who present a risk of harm e.g. Sexual Offenders, Offenders against children

	

	Mental illness or psychological disorder that may increase risk of harm to themselves or others
	

	Drugs and/or alcohol dependency
	

	Suspicion of abduction

	

	Suspected suicide or self-harm
	

	Involved in violent and/or racial incident or confrontation immediately prior to disappearance
	

	Concerns about state of mind e.g. unusual behaviour prior to disappearance or disappeared with no prior indication, or seemed troubled etc.
	

	Inclement weather conditions where exposure would seriously increase risk to health
	

	Family/relationship problems or recent history of family conflict/abuse
	

	Employment problems

	

	Financial problems 

	

	School or college problems
	

	On-going victim of bullying, harassment, or exploitation e.g. racial, sexual etc.
	

	Previously disappeared and suffered or was exposed to harm whilst missing
	

	Victim or potential victim, of forced marriage, FGM or trafficking, incl. for sexual exploitation 
	

	Known to associate with gang members and other violent offenders
	





	Summary of Risk
(Summarise the risks in a couple of sentences)





	Summary of Actions Taken
Include attempts to talk to child on mobile phone and attempts to contact friends & family




	Review Date for Actions Decided


	Completed by, full name
	Signature





This Risk Assessment is an aid to action and for information sharing and recording. 

Aid to action: As an action tool the purpose of the Risk Assessment is to inform single and multi-agency agency decision-making and planning to locate a ‘missing’ child. The Risk Assessment provides an indication of:
· The urgency of inquiries
· Areas of inquiry e.g. where drugs are available or that certain adults frequent, country of origin or country children are trafficked on to etc. 
· Type of specialist knowledge that might be needed
· The supervision that may be required 
· Agencies who may be first alerted e.g. local Accident & Emergency services

Aid for information sharing and recording: At the time that a child goes ‘missing’ the completed Risk Assessment should be shared with all agencies working with the child and kept on the child’s file in each agency. In cases where new information becomes available and/or the child remains absent for a protracted period, the risks should be re-assessed, shared with the agencies and kept on the child’s file in each agency. The most recently completed Risk Assessment should remain on the child’s file in all agencies working with the child.
