Knowsley Child Arrangements Order Allowance Scheme 

Information for Families

Introduction

Child Arrangements Order Allowances were given for the purpose of them to enable a child to be legally cared for by another family where otherwise financial constraints would prevent this.

Criteria for payment of an allowance

Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council will only consider paying Child Arrangements  order allowances in respect of children

· who immediately prior to the Child Arrangements  order being made, were looked after by the Local Authority 

· where a child is subject to a Child Arrangements  order as part of a disposal of care proceedings

and

· the local authority supports the placement of the child with the person(s) taking the Child Arrangements  order 

If an Allowance is Payable

Once a decision has been made that an allowance is payable, you would be informed in writing of the details

· How the decision was reached 

· The amount of the allowance 

· The date of the first payment 

· The method and frequency of the payment 

· The arrangements for review, variation and termination of the allowance 

· Your responsibility to notify us of any changes in your circumstances or those of the child 

You are required to acknowledge the arrangements and either agree to them or request an appeal.

Child Arrangements Order Allowance Rates

An agreed amount of money may be payable to assist with setting up costs to care for the child. This would need to be approved by the local authority.

Child Arrangements order allowances are paid at a rate minus the amount of child benefit and tax credit that would be payable to the carers and vary according to the age of the child. A financial assessment will be undertaken where required and this will include the whole household income and expenditure.
Payment and Review

Payment commences as from the date of the Child Arrangements order

(Remember if you were previously a foster carer for Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council, once fostering allowances have ceased and Child Arrangements order allowance is paid, you will no longer be covered by Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council’s fostering insurance scheme)

The allowance is reviewed annually and this is to determine that the allowance is still being applied appropriately.

Notifications

The Child Arrangements allowance is payable in respect of the child who is subject to a Child Arrangements  order who is resident with you. If your circumstances alter so that this is no longer the case you must notify the council.

If there is an overpayment as a result of a failure to notify the council of a change in circumstances, then the council may seek to recover this money.

You should notify the council

· If the child dies 

· If the child no longer has a home with you (both of you, if applicable) 

· The Child Arrangements order is revoked 

· If you change address 

Dissatisfied

Initially any representation should be made to your social worker.  Appeals regarding Child Arrangements Order Allowances are heard by Agency Decision Maker.  A complaint may be made in the usual way, if an issue cannot be resolved.

Further Information

This leaflet is not a full statement of the Child Arrangements Order Allowances policy and procedure. You can request a full copy from your social worker in the Fostering RTeam or from the child’s social worker.

Dear Family

Following your recent annual review I can now confirm that your residence order allowance will be

................................................................................................................................

The next review of the allowance will take place on (date)

May I remind you that you are responsible to inform the Council of any change in circumstances that may affect your allowance.

These are:-

· If the child dies 

· If the child no longer has a home with you (either of you) 

· The residence order is revoked 

· If you change address 

If you have any queries about this review please contact me.

Yours sincerely
