
Appendix 1 – Responding to Missing Occurrences – Children in Care Flow Chart

 

 

Appendix 1 Children Missing from Care Flowchart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

The child has not 
returned home as 

agreed 

Risk is tolerable for carers 
who feel it is safe to wait 
for child to return of their 

own accord 

Risk is not acceptable to 
carers but does not justify 

police intervention 

Carers take reasonable 
steps to locate the child 

(may seek advice – Police/ 
Children’s Social Work) 

The child located but there 
are concerns for their 

welfare 

The child returns of their 
own accord or has arranged 

to be returned or be 
collected by the carer 

Police Risk 
Assessment 

(RA) 

Police 
intervention 

threshold met 
child recorded 

as missing 

Police conduct enquiries to 
locate the child & carer / 
social worker continue to 

assist 

Police Missing Child 
Protection Notification 

(MCPN) sent by email to 
Jersey Youth Service (JYS), 

MASH and IIYS 

Police, carer / social worker 
liaise until the child is found 

or returns 

Once child is 
returned, 

Police 
organise a 
prevention 

interview for 
the child 

 

Police MCPN 
FOUND sent by 

email to JYS, 
MASH 

Police MCPN 
report sent to 

JYS missing 
inbox, carer / 
social worker, 

MASH 

A Return Home 
Conversation 
(RHC) will be 

offered & 
carried out 

within 72hrs 

RHC 
completed and 

paperwork 
shared with 

police & MASH 
for next steps 

Police RA very 

low risk - 

carers 

intervention 

threshold met 

The carer is worried about 
the child’s immediate 
safety or the safety of 

others and reports the child 
as missing to the police 


