
Appendix 3: Flowchart for SGO when child is Looked After  

 

Within agreed timetable Family 
Placement Social Worker to draw 
together all information into final Court 
Report and any Support Services Plan 
is drawn together from the 
assessment material 

Yes 

SGO is to be 
recommended as the 
disposal of current Care 
Proceedings or Court has 
requested SGO Report 
be compiled 

During week 9, Family Placement 
Social Worker draws together all 
information into final Court Report and 
any Support Services Plan is drawn 
together from the assessment 

Hold SGO Planning Meeting with 
Family Placement (Adoption) Social 
Worker and Fostering Supervising 
Social Worker (where applicable) 

Route to pursue 
SGO. 

Beginning of week 10 the Support 
Plan to go to the prospective SG 
allowing 5 working days for any 
representations 

Assign sections of report for 
completion and determine how 
Support Services assessment is to be 
conducted.  Set deadline to allow for 
completion by beginning of week 9 

Prospective SGO 
applicants are to be 
supported in making 
a Private Law 
application 

Hold SGO Planning Meeting with 
Family Placement (Adoption) Social 
Worker and Fostering Supervising 
Social Worker (where applicable to 
the case).  NB Timeframe for the 
Assessment Court Report and 
Support Services Plan need to be set 
around Care Proceedings timings – 
liaise with legal to be clear on these. 
Assign sections of assessment for 
completion and determine how 
Support Services assessment is to be 
conducted 

Week 11 the Schedule Report and 
Support Plan to go to management 
within both Family Placement Service 
and the Department for signing off 
prior to filing 

When Support Plan drafted, 
prospective SG to be allowed 5 
working days for any representations 

Filed via DHSC Legal Team by end of 
Week 12 

Filed via DHSC Legal Team with final 
documentation within the Care 
Proceedings  

Support prospective applicants 
to obtain legal advice and 
representation and make 
application 

Schedule Report and Support Plan to 
go to management within both Family 
Placement Service and the 
Department for signing off prior to 
filing  

Looked after child has a permanence decision identifying SGO be 
pursued with identified carers.  Key Decision – do not proceed without 
this.  Permanence & Legal Panel is decision maker. 


