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GUIDANCE

HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

SPECIAL GUARDIANSHIP ORDER SUPPORT PLAN 
Child’s Name:  
Date of birth: 
Name of Applicant:
Placing Local Authority: 
Local Authority where the Special Guardian and child lives/will live:
Date support plan was agreed: 
TEAM RESPONSIBLE FOR CO-ORDINATING,
MONITORING AND REVIEWING THE SUPPORT PLAN:

Name: 
Family & Friends Team 2 SGO Post Order Support Service
Agency:
Hertfordshire County Council

Address:
Farnham House 



Six Hills Way



Stevenage



SG1 2FQ
Telephone:
01438 844247

Duty number available 9am – 5:30pm Monday to Thursday 9am – 4:30pm Friday

	LEGAL: (What is the need, how is it to be met? When will it be met and by whom?) Under SGO Regulations 2005 and under the current Hertfordshire SGO Policy (2016) In exceptional circumstances the Local Authority will consider providing financial support for applicants to obtain independent legal consultation.  This is to be requested as early as possible by the child’s social worker who should provide applicants with a list of child law solicitor’s.  Should such a provision of financial support be provided and agreed by the Head of Service for Safeguarding, applicants must receive the outcome of this decision in writing, decisions must then be recorded on the applicants LCS record and the outcome of such a request included here in the applicants support plan.  

	Other useful websites and resources have been suggested such as:-
The Grandparents Legal Centre, Grandparents Plus, Family Rights Group, www.cafcass.gov.uk, www.childrenslegalcentre.com.

https://www.gov.uk/civil-legal-advice, 
www.lawcentres.org.uk provide information on the nearest law centre to the applicant www.lawsociety.org.uk 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/legal-aid-agency. 
www.resolution.org.uk 
Important applicants have some understanding of post order applications such as Child Arrangement Orders and the implications for them regarding mediation, court costs and advocacy. Also advisable applicants understand the meaning of becoming party to proceedings, litigant friend to the court and seek advice on obtaining support through the court process.  If the Local Authority do not recommend applicants for an SGO or Birth Parents contest their application important for applicants to seek support and appropriate legal advice preferably before final hearing.


	HEALTH NEEDS OF CHILD AND APPLICANTS (What are the identified needs? how will they be met? When will they be met? and by whom?)

	· Important to consider the health needs of the child and the applicants – what services already exist around the child and applicant? If clarity of services is required contact services direct and evidence partnership working.  The Local Authority is not solely responsible for meeting the health needs of children and applicants.

· Recommendations from LAC medical – who will be responsible for ensuring these recommendations, become good outcomes for the child and carer?
· Consider any relevant pre-natal concerns and the impact this could have on the child’s future development and applicant’s ability to care – what support could they access? i.e. hereditary and genetic disorders.  What evidence is there of any concerns, liaise with CSW and any other relevant professional.
· What Every Parent Needs to Know by Dr Margot Sunderland 
· Parenting a Child with Developmental Delay by Pamela Bartram
· Parenting a Child Affected by Parental Substance Misuse by Donald Forrester
· Parenting a Child with Mental Health issues by Catherine Jackson
· Parenting a Child with, or at Risk of Genetic Disorders by Peter Turnpenny
· Child Development : An illustrated guide : Birth to 19 years by Carolyn Megitt 
· The Wonder Years ; Helping your baby and young child successfully negotiate the Major Developmental milestones by Tanya Remer Altman
· Your child’s growing mind : Brain Development and Learning from Birth to Adolescence by Jane Healy
· Magic Trees of the Mind: How to Nurture Your child’s Healthy Emotions from Birth through to Adolescence by Marion Diamond and Janet Hopson
· Re-parenting the Child Who Hurts by Christine Gordon
· Sleeping through the night : How to get a good night sleep by Jodi Mindell
· www.childwelfareinformation.gov provides lots of information on caring for children affected by trauma
· www.postinstitute.com practical support and strategies when supporting a child affected by trauma  
· Family lives provide a 24 hour helpline giving carers parenting strategies
· www.gov.uk /find-sure-start-children’s-centre open to all carers and children free services on child and family health, parenting, money, training and employment.
· fctraining@hertfordshire.gov.uk applicants can register to access on-line training courses with a variety of relevant subject material.
· Hertsdirect – A to Z of services use the directory to consider services available to the child and the applicant.
· www.every-child-matters.org.uk encourage applicants to access website and consider ways in which they can evidence their ability to reinforce and develop the child’s right to healthy development.
· www.beststart.org Factors affecting Child Development
· www.specialeducationalneeds.co.uk what is Global Developmental Delay
· www.foundationyears.org.uk 


	EDUCATION NEEDS:  (What are the identified needs? how will they be met? When will they be met? and by whom?) include details of nursery or school provision and details of any named support worker.  Consider transitions and school admission applications or transport concerns.  Pupil Premium Allowance explained to applicant and any recommendations from virtual school if previously involved.  Additional services provided from school such as therapy/counselling or pastoral care.  Entitlement to free school meals? Needs identified if applicants are home schooling.

	· Traumainformedcareproject.org have a free book available to download Helping Traumatised Children Learn
· www.bryanpost.com provides carers with advice on how to navigate the education system for children with a trauma history
· The Whole-Brain child : 12 Proven Strategies to Nurture Your Child’s Developing Mind by Tina Payne Bryson
· Improving Sensory Processing in Traumatised Children by Sarah Lloyd
· Using Stories to Build Bridges with Traumatised Children : Creative Ideas for Therapy, Life story Work, Direct work and Parenting by Kim Goulding
· Inside I’m Hurting Practical Strategies for Supporting Children with Attachment Difficulties in School by Louise Bomber
· The Boy Who Built a Wall Around Himself by Ali Redford helping children to talk about their feelings
· Parenting a Child with Dyslexia by Chris Stanway
· www.beatbullying.org Tel: 0208 771 3377

· www.mentoruk.org.uk
· www.gotateenager.org.uk Helpline 0808 800 2222
· www.nofas-uk.org The National Organisation for Foetal Alcohol Syndrome free on-line courses available

· www.peep.org.uk Tel 01865 397 970 Supporting carers in their role as children’s first and most important educators.

· www.ican.org.uk Tel: 0845 225 4073 Charity that helps children with speech and language difficulties.
· www.it4kidz.co.uk Helps carers find information to provide safe experiences for their children on their home PC
· Are applicants aware of Pupil Premium Allowance? Encourage applicants to discuss eligibility of allowance with school direct.



	EMOTIONAL, BEHAVIOURAL AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT:  (What are the identified needs? how will they be met? When will they be met? and by whom?)  Consider applicant’s ability to understand the impact of trauma, loss and separation on the child’s development, what skills and abilities what mechanisms of support and appropriate resources they will seek to enable their understanding of the child’s emotional and behavioural development now and in the longer term.

	Other areas of support the family could access:-

· The Challenging Behaviour Foundation UK www.challengingchildren.org.uk

 HYPERLINK "http://www.gov.uk//supporting-children" www.gov.uk//supporting-children with challenging behaviours
· www.nhs.gov.uk //children with learning disabilities
· www.autism.org.uk
· Healing Developmental Trauma : How Early Trauma Affects Self Regulation, Self Image and the capacity for Relationship by Laurence Heller (audible audio available on amazon)
· William Wobbley and the Very Bad Day : A Therapeutic Parenting Book by Sarah Naish
· Sophie Spikey has a Very Big Problem : A Therapeutic Parenting book by Sarah Naish
· Why Can’t My Child Behave : Empathic Parenting Strategies by Amber Elliot
· Parenting a child with Emotional Behavioural Difficulties by Dan Hughes
· Parenting a Child Affected by Domestic Violence by Hedy Cleaver
· Parenting a Child with Attention deficit Hyperactivity Disorder by Brian Jacobs
· Parenting a Child with Autism Spectrum Disorder by Paul Carter 
· First Steps in Parenting the Child Who Hurts by Caroline Archer
· Loving and Living with Traumatised Children by Megan Hirst
· 100 Ideas for Supporting Pupils with Social, emotional and Behavioural Difficulties by Roy Howarth
· Managing Very Challenging Behaviour by Louisa Leaman
· Helping Children with Loss : A guidebook (Helping Children with feelings) by Dr Margot Sunderland
· Lucy’s Story : A Child’s story of grief and loss by Anna Jacobs
· A Sky of Diamonds : A story for children about loss, grief and hope by Camille Gibbs
· The Kids Book About Death ; Helping Children to Understand Death, Grief and Loss by James Carrie
· Supporting Children through Grief and Loss : Practical Ideas and Creative Activities by Anna Jacobs
· Thru My Eyes : Growing up in a world of abuse and neglect by Annie Carr
· Overcoming Sexual and Childhood Abuse by Liz Adamson
· It Wasn’t Your Fault : Freeing Yourself from the Shame of Childhood Abuse by Beverly Engel
· A Volcano in My Tummy : Helping Children to Handle Anger a resource book for caregivers and teachers by Whitehouse 
· The Huge Bag of Worries by Virgina Ironside 
· www.actionforchildren.or.uk work with children who have been sexually abused and provide a safe and secure website for children and carers to access support
· www.nspcc.org.uk offer therapeutics services for children who have been sexually abused 
· www.barnardos.org.uk provides support and free advice on caring for children who have been sexually abused.  They also provide a counselling support service to carers this service is called LINK.
· www.victimsupport.org.uk provide support to children and their carers in seeking support if affected by sexual abuse
· www.mosac.org.uk is a voluntary organisation supporting all non-abusing carers whose children have been sexually abused
· www.mind.org.uk provides information that may help if you have experienced sexual abuse
· napac.org.uk is a registered charity which supports victims of sexual abuse
· thisisabuse.direct.gov.uk help and support if you are in an abusive relationship
· supportline.org.uk Christian support group for victims of sexual abuse
· www.stopitnow.org.uk 
· www.ptsd.va.gov National Centre for PTSD
· www.betterhealth .vic.gov NHS website offering support to children affected by sexual abuse
· www.counselling-directory.org.uk 

· www.winstonswish.org.uk leading childhood bereavement charity.


	IDENTITY HERITAGE AND CULTURAL NEEDS OF THE CHILD AND APPLICANT(S):  (What are the identified needs? how will they be met? When will they be met? and by whom?) Does the child have a passport? Who am I? Who am I to become? What is my ethnic and sexual identity?

	Recommended Reading and useful websites:-

· Life Story Work : A Practical Guide to helping Children Understand their Past by Tony Ryan
· My Life and Me by Jean Camis

· A Safe Place for Rufus (useful book to help support children to manage change) by Jill Seeney
· Elfa and the Box of Memories by Michelle Bell

· Digital Life Story Work by Simon P Hammond

· Life Story Work : What it is and What it means – A Guide for Children and their Carers by Shaila Shah
· Identity and Belonging by Kate Huppatz

· I still Love You : Nine Troubled Kids Need From Their Parents by Michael Ungar

· Far From The Tree : Parents, Children and the Search for Identity by Andrew SolomonLife

· The Transgender Child : by Stephanie Brill

· Personal, Social and Emotional Development in Children by Peter Barnes

· Imprinted : Discovering and Parenting Your Child’s Identity by Tai Ann McClendon
· Changingminds.org
· Lifestories : a Fun Game of Telling Tales and Sharing Smiles with Family and Friends by Lifestories (available on Amazon)
· Life Stories by Brybelly Board game based on each players life experiences


	CONTACT PLAN: (What are the identified needs? how will they be met? When will they be met? and by whom?) Consider current contact arrangements, current contact risks, and the durability of maintaining such a contact arrangement.  Consider the immediate and longer term contact needs of the child and applicants ability to understand their role in managing the contact needs of the child, birth parents and extended family member’s.  Are applicants aware birth parents can apply for contact post order?

	Recommended resources and useful websites:-

· Ten Top Tips for Managing Contact by Henriatte Bond
· Safe Contact : Children in Permanent Placement and Their Birth relatives by Catherine MacAskill

· Children and Their Families : Contact, Rights and Welfare by Andrew Bainham

· We are Family : Sibling Relationships in Placement and Beyond by Audrey Mullender
· Local children’s centres and contact centres – SGs can register to use these facilities and BPs are sometimes advised to make a self-referral to use the centres for arranging contact. Check Herts direct for further details or contact the centres direct.


	SUPPORT FOR SPECIAL GUARDIANS:  (What is the need, how it is to be met, by whom and when?)

	Resources and websites available
· Parenting From the Inside Out  by Daniel Siegel
· www.parenting-boys.com
· Teenagers and Attachment by Andrea Perry

· When Love is Not Enough by Nancy Thomas

· New Families, Old Scripts by Caroline Archer 

· Nurturing Attachments by Kim Goulding

· Why Love Matters  by Sue Gerhardt

· Growing Up Again : Parenting Ourselves Parenting Our Children by Jean Clarke

· Brain Based Parenting by Hughes and Baylin

· www.shelter.org.uk
· www.housinghelp.co.uk
· Housing related support Stevenage 01438 242666

· Citizens Advice Bureau

· www.debtsupporttrust.org.uk
· www.debtsupportservice.co.uk
· Money advice Hertfordshire

· Debtsupportcentre.co.uk

· Family Mediation Civil Legal Advice Service 0845 345 4 345
· www.sortingoutseparation.org.uk
· www.advicenow.org.uk
· www.kinshipcarers.co.uk Tel: 07843 420 223

· www.frg.org.uk Tel: 020 7923 2628

· www.grandparentsplus.org.uk Tel 0208 981 8001

· www.grandparentsasparents.org.uk Tel: 01253 691 600

· www.addaction.org.uk Tel: 020 7251 5860

· www.adfam.org.uk Tel: 020 7553 7640

· www.mentoruk.org.uk 

· www.al-anonuk.org.uk Tel: 020 7403 0888

· www.crusebereavementcare.org.uk Tel: 0844 477 9400

· www.winstonswish.org.uk Tel: 0845 03 04 05
· www.rainbowsgb.org
· www.ageuk.org.uk Tel: 0800 169 6565



	

	FINANCIAL AND PRACTICAL:  (What is the need, how it is to be met, by whom and when) SGO allowance forms to be completed by the applicants and sent with supporting evidence of income to csallowances@hertofdshire.gov.uk with an accompanying email reminder to the Childs Social Worker that the Assessment of Needs document is to be forwarded to the SSW to support completion of support plan and to allowances in order calculations and decisions regarding allowances can be made in good time and noted in the support plan.

	            Resources and useful websites available:-
· www.gov.uk/child-maintenance
· www.childsupportsolutions.co.uk
· www.childsupportguide.co.uk
· www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk
· www.gov.uk/child-benfit/overview
· www.childbenefitguide.co.uk
· www.citizensadvice.org.uk/benefits
· www.turn2us.org.uk
· www.child-benefits.co.uk
· www.familyfund.org.uk Tel: 0845 130 4542
· www.buttleuk.org Tel: 0207 828 7311
· www.fhaonline.org.uk Tel: 020 7436 3304 The Family Holiday Association promotes the quality of family life for those carers and children who experience disadvantage as a result of poverty.


	SPECIAL GUARDIANSHIP REVIEWS:  (What is the need, how it is to be met and when)

	1. An annual review letter will be sent to the Special Guardians inviting them to notify the Local Authority of any significant changes to the support plan or their family circumstances 12 months the date the order was granted. 
2. Stages of Support Plan Review

· Support plan implemented 
· Duty to review (If there is a change in circumstances Reg 17(2)(a) Reg12(2)(a)(w) when appropriate Reg 17(2)(b) at least annually Reg 17 (2)(c) Reg12(2)(b)(w) compliant with ACIN Framework Reg 12(1)/Reg6(1)(w) 13 Regs 6 & 7(w) 17(3)/Reg 12(3)(w)
· Proposal to vary or terminate services Reg 17(4)(5)Reg12(5)(w)
· Local Authority issues notice of the proposed decisions Reg 17(4) Reg 15(3)
· If the Local Authority proposes to revise a draft revised plan Reg 17(5) Reg12(4)(W) Special Guardians statutory right to make representations Reg 17(4)
· Local Authority decision: Notification of decision and revised plan.


	SUPPORT TO BIRTH PARENTS AND WHERE APPROPRIATE OTHER EXTENDED FAMILY MEMBERS :  (What is the need, how it is to be met and when)

	1. Fathers 'R' Us A non-governmental voluntary website independent of any official interference or financial support. Fathers ‘r’ us provides website containing information, advice and support for Fathers and their children after separation or divorce.

2. Forced Adoption Site created by Ian Josephs to provide information on the law, your rights, and how to stop Forced Adoption
3. Grandparent's Network Informative site for Grandparents providing advice on roles & responsibilities, as well as your Rights

4. Grandparents Apart Self-help group providing information for grandparents & extended family. Grandparents – We are a self-help group dedicated to ease the suffering of grandparents and grandchildren and extended families torn apart. 
5. Information Commissioners Office – ICO The Information Commissioner’s Office is the UK’s independent authority set up to uphold information rights in the public interest, promoting openness by public bodies and data privacy for individuals. Also advises you on how to obtain records.
6. Justice for Families Justice for Families is the Public Family Law Reform Coordinating Campaign. It is chaired by John Hemming MP and has been set up to support families who have suffered loss and separation from their birth children.
7. Justice for Our Children Provides information on statutory rights, legislations, Local Authority, and any related media/news articles, external links, & documents useful for Family Court Proceedings.
8. Law & Parents This is an excellent website motivated to provide the highest quality of information possible on Parent’s Rights & Responsibilities
9. Men's Aid Campaign for equality with information on Domestic Abuse, Family Law, Human Rights & Sex Discrimination. 
10. Natural Parents Network – NPN For Natural parents who have lost their children to adoption and other orders. Natural Parents Network is a self help organisation, which offers non-judgmental, confidential and independent support to people who share similar experiences.
11. NSCFC – National Society for Children and Family Contact Site campaigning to keep families together & promoting contact 

12. PAFAA – People Against False Allegations of Abuse (linked with SOFAP) This site was set up in an effort to offer help and support to anyone who has been falsely accused of abuse of a sexual nature.

13. PAIN – Parent's Against Injustice Website providing a great source of information pertaining to Legislation, Acts, Parental Responsibility.
14. PAIN – Parents Against Injustice (on live spaces) Information Source for parents suffering the injustices of Local Authority
15. Parent Alienation Syndrome – Overcoming separating anxiety and coping strategies
16. Prevent Child Abuse This website was created to allow survivors of abuse to share their feelings, emotions and experiences in an atmosphere of safety, kindness and understanding.

17. Researching Reform seeks changes in current Family Law. It is a working project and an online platform dedicated towards simplifying the family justice system and finding solutions to the current problems faced by families and practitioners alike.
18. SNAP – St. Neots Abuse Project Help for those suffering Domestic Violence

19. SOFAP – Support Organization for Falsely Accused People (linked with PAFAA) SOFAP & PAFAA joined forces to help those who had been falsely accused of abuse

20. The 5 Percenters Providing support to those who state they have been wrongly accused of shaken baby syndrome.

21. The Association of Child Psychotherapists The Association of Child Psychotherapists is the main professional body for psychoanalytic child and adolescent psychotherapists in the UK.

22. United Nations Childrens Fund UK (UNICEF) children and their rights UNICEF is the world’s leading organisation protecting the rights of children and young people.

23. Unity Injustice is a support and information organisation that has grown out of an increasing number of parents (carers, guardians etc) frustrated at attempting to work with Social Services in the best interests of their child/children. 
24. Women's Aid is the key national charity working to end domestic violence against women and children. We support a network of over 500 domestic and sexual violence services across the UK.
25. Family Rights Group leaflet 20 explains Special Guardianship for Birth Parents and FRG offer legal advice line and birth parent forums.

26. PAC-UK advice line 0207284 5879 can provide a variety of counselling services for Birth Parents and Birth Relatives.
Signatures & date SGO Support Plan Agreed:



Prospective Special Guardian :

F&F Asssessing SSW :

Child ’s Social Worker :

Team Manager, F&F2/SGO Support Team
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