Appendix ‘C’ Risk / Needs Assessment Guide.

In order to determine whether the relationship presents a risk to the young person, the following factors should be considered. The list is not exhaustive and other factors may need to be taken into account:

	Factor
	Yes/No

	Is the young person competent to understand, and consent to, the sexual activity they are involved in? 
	

	What is the age of the child? 

· Children under 13 years are legally unable to give consent to sexual activity.

· Sexual activity at a young age is a very strong indicator that there are risks to the welfare of the child, whether male or female.
	

	Does the young person have a learning disability or other communication difficulty, which may make them more vulnerable to exploitation and abuse?
	

	What is known about the child’s living circumstances or background and the child/young person’s emotional presentation, i.e. are they attending school, are they withdrawn, anxious, whether they or their siblings are receiving services from Children’s Services or another Social Care Agency. 
	

	Known history or previous concern regarding familial child sex offences
	

	What is the nature of the relationship between those involved, particularly if there are issues of power imbalances?
	

	Have the parents/carers failed to adequately protect the young person by encouraging inappropriate sexual relationships?
	

	Has overt aggression, coercion or bribery was involved including misuse of substances as a dis-inhibitor?
	

	Has the young person’s own behaviour, for example through misuse of substances, placed them in a position where they are unable to make an informed choice about the activity? Note: such behaviour may render a usually assertive young person temporarily vulnerable to exploitation.
	

	Has sex been used to gain favours? (e.g. swap sex for cigarettes, clothes, CD’s, trainers alcohol, drugs etc)
	

	Does the young person have a lot of money or other valuable things that cannot be accounted for?
	

	Have there been any attempts to secure secrecy by the sexual partner beyond what would be considered usual in a teenage relationship?

Is the sexual partner known by the agency as having other concerning relationships with similar young people? Is there a pattern emerging? 
	

	Does the young person denies, minimises or accepts concerns?
	

	Are methods used to secure compliance and/or secrecy by the sexual partner consistent with behaviours considered to be ‘grooming’ as per sexual exploitation? The young person stating their agreement to the relationship should not be sufficient information to rule out grooming.
	

	Has the young person taken steps to ensure the relationship is conducted safely and recognises potential concerns?
	

	Is there any history of the young person going missing from home to be considered?
	


