	DECIDING WHICH PROVISION IS MOST APPROPRIATE FOR THE CHILD – RECORDING TEMPLATE


The key question to ask is how to promote and safeguard the welfare of the child most effectively. For some the assessment, planning and review processes for children in need may be appropriate, for others the additional safeguards that are part of the planning and review processes for looked after children may be more appropriate, depending on the circumstances of the child and family.  Before making, and when reviewing, a decision about whether to provide accommodation under section 17(6) or section 20(4) of the 1989 Act there should be a careful assessment of the child’s and family’s needs. Below are key factors to be carefully considered in order to provide a proper record of the decision and the process that led to it.

	
	Criterion 
	Considerations 

	1. 
	Particular vulnerabilities of the child, including communication method


	

	2. 
	Parenting capacity of the parents within their family and environmental context


	

	3. 
	Wider family and environmental factors


	

	4. 
	The length of time away from home and the frequency of such stays – the less time the child spends away from home the more likely it is to be appropriate to provide accommodation under section 17(6)
	

	5. 
	Whether short breaks are to be provided in more than one place – where the child spends short breaks in different settings, including residential schools, hospices and social care placements, it is more likely to be appropriate to provide accommodation under section 20(4)
	

	6. 
	Potential impact on the child’s place in the family and on primary attachments


	

	7. 
	Observation of the child (especially children who do not communicate verbally) during or immediately after the break by a person familiar with the mood and behaviour of the child (for example the parent or school staff)
	

	8. 
	Views of the child and views of parents – some children and parents may be reassured by, and in favour of, the status of a looked after child, while others may resent the implications and associations of looked after status
	

	9. 
	Extent of contact between short break carers and family and between the child and family during the placement
	

	10. 
	Distance from home


	

	11. 
	The need for an independent reviewing officer (IRO) to monitor the child’s case and to chair reviews


	

	12. 
	Other criterion – state 


	

	13. 
	Other criterion – state 


	

	14. 
	Other criterion – state 


	

	
	Conclusions


	

	
	Recommendations


	

	
	Decision 


	The service will be provided under  Children Act 1989:

(delete one)
	Section  17(6)
	Section  20(4)

	
	Signed and dated by District Manager


	


