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Chart 6 - Request to locate a child believed to be in the local authority area

Local authority receives a 
request from the English Central 

Authority to trace a child in 
their area

Local authority makes assessment 
of level of risk posed to the child 

and urgency

If no
trace found, local 

authority considers options 
for widening the search and 

involving multi-agency 
partners

Local authority considers options 
for widening the search of relevant
databases for any record of child
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Information should not be disclosed
Is disclosure desirable for 

child safety?

If disclosure desirable for child’s 
welfare despite being in contempt of 
court, seek leave of court to disclose.
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Report to the central authority that
the child has not been traced
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