
Pass to DHoS to 

decide/discuss with 

CAFCASS 

Return to court cc 

CAFCASS and send 

letter 

Send to allocated 

social worker 

If criteria 

met 

Investigate and write report Any requests for extension need to 

go via Legal Assistant 

If criteria 

not met 

 
 

 

SECTION 7 PROCESS 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Legal Assistant to file at 

court 

Legal assistant to issue 

reminder 2 weeks prior 

to filing 

Initial Response Team – CSO 

checks case and determines of 

the case is known or allocated 

IF CURRENTLY OPEN 

(AND 

UNALLOCATED) 

IF SITUATION 

UNCLEAR 

IF CRITERIA CLEARLY 

NOT MET FOR S7 

REPORT BY SOCIAL 

CARE 

IF ALLOCATED 

(Legal assistant) 

Court 

Allocate to social 

worker 

Pass to relevant 

locality for 

allocation at VCM 

Send to Legal Assistant 

for checking/advice 


