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We can give you this information in any other 
way, style or language that will help you access 
it. Please contact us on 01332 642376 or 
derby.gov.uk/signing-service 
 

Punjabi 
ਇਹ ਜਾਣਕਾਰੀ ਅਸੀ ਂਤੁਹਾਨੰੂ ਿਕਸੇ ਵੀ ਹੋਰ ਤਰੀਕੇ ਨਾਲ, 
ਿਕਸੇ ਵੀ ਹੋਰ ਰਪੂ ਜਾਂ ਬੋਲੀ ਿਵੱਚ ਦੇ ਸਕਦੇ ਹਾਂ, ਿਜਹੜੀ ਇਸ 
ਤੱਕ ਪਹੁੰਚ ਕਰਨ ਿਵੱਚ ਤੁਹਾਡੀ ਸਹਾਇਤਾ ਕਰ ਸਕਦੀ ਹੋਵੇ। 
ਿਕਰਪਾ ਕਰਕ ੇਸਾਡੇ ਨਾਲ ਇੱਥੇ ਸੰਪਰਕ ਕਰੋ: 01332 
642376 ਜਾਂ derby.gov.uk/signing-service 
 

Polish 
Aby ułatwić Państwu dostęp do tych informacji, 
możemy je Państwu przekazać w innym 
formacie, stylu lub języku. Prosimy o kontakt: 
01332 642376 lub derby.gov.uk/signing-service 
 

Slovak 
Túto informáciu vám môžeme poskytnúť iným 
spôsobom, štýlom alebo v inom jazyku, ktorý 
vám pomôže k jej sprístupneniu. Prosím, 
kontaktujte nás na tel. č.: 01332 642376 alebo 
na stránke derby.gov.uk/signing-service 
 

Urdu 
روا زادنا ،ےقیرط ےسیا رگید یسک وک پآ مہ تامولعم ہی  
یک پآ ںیم یئاسر کت سا وج ںیہ ےتکس رک ایہم ںیم نابز  
ای  01332 237664 مرک ہارب ۔ےرک ددم  

derby.gov.uk/signing-service ںیرک ہطبار ےس مہ رپ  
 
 

 

 

Private Fostering…
What you need to know

Do you look after 
someone else’s child?

September 2023



Children who are cared for on a full-time 
basis by people who are not their parents 
or a relative may be in private foster care.

Private foster care occurs when a child 
under 16 (or under 18 if disabled) is cared 
for, and provided with accommodation, by 
an adult who is not a relative, for 28 days 
or more, by private arrangement between 
parent and carer. The local council has a 
duty to safeguard and promote the welfare 
of privately fostered children.

The Children Act defines ‘relative’ in 
relation to a child as a grandparent, 
brother, sister, uncle or aunt. They could be 
a full or half relation, and could be related 
by marriage. The term also includes a step-
parent. A cohabitee of the mother or father 
would not qualify as a relative, neither 
would extended family such as great aunt/
uncle or parent’s cousins. Where children 
are cared for by a ‘relative’, the situation 
is classified as ‘family and friends care’ 
and different arrangements apply – see 
separate leaflet for details.

Private fostering situations could involve:
•	 children sent to this country for education 

or health care by birth parents living 
overseas

•	 children living with a friend’s family as a 
result of parental separation, divorce or 
arguments at home

•	 teenagers living with the family of a 
boyfriend or girlfriend

•	 children whose parents’ study or work 
involves unsociable hours, which make it 
difficult for them to use ordinary day care 
orafter school care.

If you are privately fostering a child or 
children you should read the next few pages 
of this leaflet. They will help you understand 
what you must do as a private foster carer.

What must I do if I intend to foster a child 
privately?
The law requires that you tell your local 
council at least six weeks before the 
arrangement begins that you intend to
privately foster a child, unless the 
arrangement is made in an emergency in 
which case the notification must be made 
within 48 hours. Make sure the child’s 
parents give you as much information as 
possible about the child, including their 
health, eating preferences, school, hobbies, 
religion and ethnic or cultural background. 
This will help you to understand the child
and take better care of him or her.

It is an offence not to notify within the time 
specified. If in doubt you should seek advice 
from the local authority.

How can I get help while I am privately 
fostering?
You can contact your local council for advice 
on caring for the child(ren) you are privately 
fostering.

Will I get any support?
There may, in some cases, be financial 
help available through the local council for 
children assessed to be in need. This may 
include a range of support services and, in 
exceptional cases, cash. There may also be 
local support networks in place for carers.

Can I claim social security benefits and 
how do I go about it?
You may be able to claim tax credits and/
or social security benefits such as Child 
Benefit, and possibly Income Support or 
Job Seekers Allowance, if you receive Child 
Benefit. Contact your local Benefits Agency 
Office who will be able to advise you.

What if the child leaves my care?
You must tell your local council within 48 
hours that the child has left your care. You 
must also give the name and address of
the person who will be caring for the child.

Where do I go for further information?
If you require further information on the 
contents of this leaflet, please email 
PrivateFostering@derby.gov.uk.


