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Children’s Services  Floor 4  Craven House  Barrow-in-Furness  Cumbria  LA14 1AE
T: 01229 407847  F: 01229 407391  E: claire.moorby@cumbria.gov.uk

Date: 
Your reference:   
Our reference: 

Special Guardianship Assessment

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL
I understand that you are seeking to be Special Guardian for (name of child) and that you either reside in Cumbria or the child is a looked after child in Cumbria.
I enclose a leaflet for your information about becoming a Special Guardian.

You will see that it explains how the local authority must complete a report for the Court within 3 months which must include:

Information about the child including history, health, education, emotional needs and family relationships;


Information about the child’s family;


Wishes and feelings of the child;

Information about the proposed special guardian including DBS, local authority background checks, health, education, parental capacity, contingency care arrangements, finances etc;


Information about the local authority actions;


Summary of medical professionals reports;


Merits of the special guardianship order; and


Recommendations regarding the special guardian and contact.

(Name of Social Worker) is suitably qualified and experienced to undertake the assessment.

The decision whether to recommend an individual who wishes to make an application for special guardianship order is made by the relevant service manager in consultation with the relevant team manager.

Local Authorities are required to make arrangements for the provision of special guardianship support services.  These include counselling, advice, information and such other services (including financial support).  The Local Authority must carry out an assessment when requested if the child has been looked after by the local authority but has a discretion to carry out an assessment of support needs if the child was not looked after.  If you do want an assessment of needs for support services it is recommended that you make such a request in writing to (name of SW).

Support Services should not be seen in isolation from mainstream services so it is important that you access mainstream services from health and education services as well as being aware of your entitlement to tax credits and social security benefits.(name of SW will assist in accessing such services.
You will be sent a copy of the Special Guardianship Report and if support services are proposed you will receive a draft support plan upon which you will be consulted. 
If you have any queries in the first instance please discuss with (named worker)
Children’s Services recommends that proposed applicants for Special Guardianship Orders arrange their own legal advice.
Yours sincerely
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