BSCP - Resilient Children, Resilient Families

Barnet Safeguarding Children Partnership
Child Death Process

1. Working Together to Safeguard Children and the London Child
Protection Procedures set out the processes to be followed when a child
dies and should be read in conjunction with this summary process.

1.1. There are two interrelated processes for reviewing child deaths:-
a. A rapid response by a group of key professionals who come
together for the purpose of enquiring into and evaluating each

unexpected death of a child.

b. An overview of all child deaths (under 18 years) undertaken by a
Child Death Overview Panel.

2. The Barnet Safeguarding Children Partnership (BSCP) has responsibility
for —

2.1.Collecting and analysing information about each death with a view to
identifying:

2.1.1 Any case giving rise to the potential need for a Serious Case
Review.

2.1.2 Any matters of concern affecting the safety and welfare of
children in Barnet

2.1.3 Any wider public health or safety concerns arising from a
particular death or from a pattern of deaths in Barnet.

2.1.4 Putting in place procedures for ensuring that there is a
coordinated response by BSCP constituent agencies / partners
and other relevant persons to an unexpected death.

3. Flowchart A below is the Rapid Response to an unexpected death

4. Flowchart B below is the Child Death Overview Panel process

ol

. Appendix 1 gives the contact details for all involved professionals
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Flowchart A

Rapid Response Procedure for Unexpected Child Deaths

An Unexpected Death is death that was not anticipated as a significant possibility 24hours

before death

Consultant Paediatrician on-call will attend patient.
(For 16-18yr, A&E Consultant)

History & Examination
Samples as appropriate during resuscitation

Inform Site Manager/Exec Director
/INHS Barnet for decision re Serious

(Complete Referral Form and input onto LCS)
SPOC (Lawrie Roach on behalf of Coroner to also liaise With SPOC)

—| Untoward Incident status. Complete
Discuss with Coroner: 0208 248 4411 IRI
(No need for routine samples unless directed by the Coroner)
Inform Police (will complete MERLIN to be sent to MASH) SPOC Informs
MASH L CAIT

Designated Paediatrician

A 4

Joint discussion between lead agencies on Rapid response
Consider: Home Visit
Strategy meeting &SCR Panel referral
Protection of siblings

\4

\ 4

Joint examination of body and interview of family (Police & Health)

Multi-agency Meeting 1:

Lead Agencies + Other significant Professionals for the Family
Within 5-7 days of Death

Information Sharing / Data for Child Death Overview Panel
Bereavement Care Plan

Report to Coroner

A 4

Initial Post Mortem result: Paediatrician shares any significant
information

A 4

Multi-agency Meeting 2 (follows final PM result)
Share information to identify cause of death and plan future care
for the family.

Serious Case Review Panel
(Via CDOP Coordinator)
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Flowchart B
Child Death Overview Panel Process

Death of a child
aged 0 -18 years

A 4

Is the death unexpected?

Yes No
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Multi-agency rapid _ Serl_ous Case Information collected
response Review Panel

A

A 4

B ; Barnet Child Death
Saf—e alzr;?din Overview Panel (BCDOP): London
g 8| : —— -
Children < reVII\IeIYVCS[;r(])dFI’\'/IduEI cases,_ref?rs to < Strateqic
Partnership . , aSKS agenmes or Child Death
(BSCP) evidence that practice has been > Review Unit
updated; gathers population data; e
reports back to BSCP
A
\ 4
North London Child Death
Overview Panel (NLCDOP):
Looks at themes and specific
issues
Notes:

Dashed lines indicate criteria for Serious Case Review need to be
considered. Dissemination of lessons learned built in at all stages

3 Updated September 2017



Appendix 1

Contact Details
Child Death Overview Panel

All notifications of a child death should be reported to the Single Point of
Contact (SPOC) for Barnet as follows:

Child Death Overview Panel Co-ordinator:
Tel: 020 8359 3560
Secure Email: Barnet. CDOP@barnet.gcsx.gov.uk
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